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some institutions are offering to draw more visitors
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fun outing could be
at museums. They
are spicing it up with

paintings and portraits.
They have evolved into lifestyle spaces.
And in the upcoming International
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parties, French Museum Day 2007 (IMD) celebrations,
classes and fine one can even participate in a
dining Middle Eastern dance workshop,

learn basic French, go on a
28 culinary tour of the Arab Street
ethnic enclave or fight it out in
avocal hip-hop poetry cum
drum and bass exchange.

The IMD festival, now into
its second year, was organised
for about $300,000 and boasts
80 such activities and events.
Mr Walter Lim, director of

corporate communications and
industry promotion at the National

Heritage Board (NHB) said: “The IMD
aims to bring museumns closer to the people
and showcase our museums as engaging,
vibrant and experience-rich destinations for
Singaporeans and tourists alike.”

He and his team are also seeking to
change people’s mindsets about museums
“by making them accessible and fun”.

Their efforts have been more obvious and
focused over the past year, especially with
the unveiling of the National Museum in
early December.

The opening was celebrated with a bang
~ there was a party with the who’s who of
society in attendance, as well as avant-garde
acts like the acrobatic Project Bandaloop
from the US.

Since then, the venue and its sister
establishments have played host to an
increasing number of corporate events and

previous year. |

In addition, the six 1
museums under the
NHB attracted more
than a million visitors |
last year, an 18 per
cent increase

Ms Leila Haddad will be
performing today and tomorrow |
at 8am at the National Museum’s |
Gallery Theatre.

| Artistes from the Beats Society

. and Exitmusik will be performing

| of the building,”
Mr Hoyes-Cock
said.
“It's
something
interesting and
different for our

compared to 2005, at the SAM tomorrow evening at | BuSsts”
6.30pm. Muse’s
CONFLICT OF % co-owner, Miss
INTEREST? | For more info on International | Yenn Wong,
| Museum Day, visit :
But despite this, is | www.museums.com.sg | my partners
there a conflict of \ /' chanced upon

interest between

preserving our culture

and history, and revelling in a more
modern and hip lifestyle?

Should some spaces be kept

“sacred” to preserve, learn about and
celebrate our heritage?

Mr Lim believes the two are not
mutually exclusive.

“Heritage doesn't have to be limited
to specific activities or spaces. It is
everywhere and can be a part and
parcel of our everyday lives.

“Actually, much of what's
fashionable and hip currently may
have got its roots from the past.
Heritage, art and culture can serve as
sources of inspiration for
contemporary designs and ideas.”

While the NHB adopts a more
youthful and creative approach (o its
programmes and exhibitions “to better
resonate with the man on the street”, it
is also “mindful in maintaining
scholarship and curatorial rigour”,

<= this space, we

were excited and
thought it was a great venue for our
restaurant and

“We wanted to offer something
different to our customers, with a little
of the old and a little of the new. It's
great to be able to say to others you
have partied at, dined at, or visited a
museum at night.”

Muse and the museum played host
to a glamorous Lamborghini launch
last week. Next Friday, the bar will be
throwing yet another do to celebrate its
official launch.

Meanwhile, the museums, especially
the SAM, have become a breeding
ground for talent,

Performers - like new-age hip-hop
dancers and rappers — are given a
venue and opportunities to showcase
and improve their art.

Said Beats Society founder Imran
Ajmain, a hip-hop and R&B artiste
himself: “Performing at a museum

My Friday Fling — Parties, French classes and fine dining — that's what

are not aireaay rans
of the hip-hop genre
and lifestyle but who
might be interested after
stumbling upon our
performances at the
museum.”

DIFFERENT SCENE

Mr Imran; 26, is also trying to get
hip-hop performances “out of the
usual clubs and nightspots” as he
wants to reach out to a younger
audience.

“There’s an age limit in clubs and
also, it’s not nice to have alcohol
around as many hip-hop fans are
Malay Muslims,” he explained.

The 12 artistes from Beats Society
have been taking turns to perform a
hip-hop version of “poetry slam” — an
event where two participants use
words, or rap, to challenge each other
on stage — at the SAM since early last

ear.

Although the society has gained
quite a following, Mr Imran’s friends
had initially asked him why he wanted
to perform at a “dowdy museum”

“But when they came, they realised
that the museum isn't so old-fashioned
anymore.”

Mr Riduwan Rosli, 24, a full-time
dancer and hip-hop fan, added: “After
our performances, some also took the
opportunity to walk around and see
the exhibits.”

For Middle Eastern dancer Leila

Haddad,
performing in
museums is ideal for
what she wants to achieve
with her art.

The Tunisian-born Ms Haddad, who
is in her 30s, said: “I've performed in
four museums around the world,
including my upcoming performance
at the National Museum.

“They are suitable for my dances as
1 aim to build a bridge between the old
and the new, and between different
cultures.”

Partygoers whom The New Paper
spoke to said they have noticed the
change and are generally glad to have
more choices of interesting venues.

Marketing executive Jerome
Huang, 24, said: “The concept of
having lifestyle events at these venues
is fresh...

“But whether it’s just a novelty we'll
have to wait and see, though it’s a step
in the right direction for increasingly
cosmopolitan Singapore.”



