The Straits Times
Jun7 2007

Publication:
Date:

Headline:

Reliving the past; Nostalgic twist to this year's HeritageFest

People And Memories.

RELIVING THE PAST
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Starting the ball rolling were (from left) NHB chief executive

Michael Koh; vintage car enthusiast Ivor Thevathasan; Zul

Activities designed to get Singaporeans to
reminisce about their past are the highlight
of this year’s Singapore HeritageFest.

The four-year-old event, organised by the National Heritage
Board (NHB), runs from July 18 to 29, and has the theme,

bowler Grace Young.

Nostalgic
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OLD TIMES: Vintage car owners (from left) David Chan, 63, with his 1959 Austin Healey Sprite; Khoo Yeow Khim, 79, with his 1955 Mercedes Benz 220; and Peter
Seow, 66, with his 1936 Armstrong Siddeley; and car enthusiast David Christie, 46, at a preview of a vintage car show to be held at the National Museum on July 22.

Look out for events
designed to get
people to reminisce
about their past

By AMELIA TAN

DO YOU remember your first
day at school, your first date
or when you moved into the
first home you bought with
your earnings?

Now you will have the
chance to relive and make au-
dio recordings of these memo-
ries at the flagship event of
Singapore HeritageFest 2007,
which runs on the theme Peo-
ple And Memories this year.

The four-year-old festival,
organised by the National Her-
itage Board (NHB), will take a
nostalgic twist this time
around, with a slew of events
designed to get Singaporeans
to reminisce about their past
experiences.

The anchor exhibition,
Unique Memories, Unique
Stories, which will be held at
Suntec City Mall, will feature
the personal stories of Singa-
poreans ranging from the aver-
age man on the street to per-
sonalities like national goal-
keeper Lionel Lewis.

This exhibition will be on
from July 18 to 29.

NHB chief executive
Michael Koh said many Singa-
poreans do not have the

Sutan, guitarist of veteran rock band Tania; and former national

They shared their memories at a press conference yesterday
to introduce the events at the festival.

Among the activities lined up are an exhibition featuring the
personal stories of Singaporeans, and a display of vintage cars.
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twist to this year’s HeritageFest

chance to find out about one
another because of their busy
lives.

“The festival will be an op-
portunity for them to share
their own stories and, from
that, to learn more about one
another and the unique cul-
tures they come from,” he
added.

Talks and adventure tours
to enrich the public’s under-
standing of Singapore’s cul-
ture and heritage will also be
held.

The 60s and 70s era will al-
so come alive with perform-
ances by rock band Tania and
country and Western group
Matthew & The Mandarins.

Rare vintage cars will go
on show at the National Muse-
um of Singapore on July 22.
The cars will be taken out for
a spin on the roads around the
Padang that same day.

The festival is also the cur-
tain-raiser for the events or-
ganised as part of the Nation-
al Day Festival.

Mr Koh said: “This collabo-
ration will create an integrat-
ed experience for all Singapo-
reans in the run-up to Nation-
al Day. It will create more
awareness of heritage.”

Last year’s festival saw a
record 1.2 million people tak-
ing part, with nearly nine in
10 saying that they learnt
something new about Singa-
pore’s heritage through the
events.

Organisers hope to equal
last year’s turnout rate.
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