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Working on
museum artefacts
inspired Chai

Yien Heing to

quit his job and
pursue a degree in
biomedical sciences
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Science was the last thing on his mind

By CHAN SEET FUN

‘WITH a background in fine arts, Mr Chai
Yien Heing, 31, started his career at the
National Heritage Board conserving art-
works.

Ironically, his arty job opened his eyes
to the sciences, and he is now pursuing a
Bachelor of Science (BSc) with honours
in biomedical sciences at the Manage-
ment Development Institute of Singapore
(MDIS).

“Science was the last thing on my
mind when I was younger. I was more into
bands, jams, loud music, skateboarding
and graffiti then!” says Mr Chai, who had
been one semester shy of a diploma in fine
arts when he started his museum job after
completing his national service.

“It was at the labs of the Heritage
Conservation Centre that I discovered my
curiosity and hence, interest and passion,
for science. My conservation work at the
museum involved scientific knowledge

SChoOIWOTK WIth 100KINg arter tne nome.
Ilooked after my daughter in the day and
attended classes in the evening. It was
challenging, but I enjoyed the time I spent
with my daughter.

“And in school, I was very proactive.
I did my own learning and attended ad-
ditional laboratory practice sessions,” he
says.

His studies are going well and even be-
fore graduating with his degree, Mr Chai
has already found his way into the scien-
tific industries.

Last year, he secured a job doing sales
and marketing with German MNC Schul-
ke & Mayr, with the help of one of his lec-
turers, Ms Priscilla Tan.

“She was a tremendous help as she re-
ally inspired and motivated me a lot. She
even used her personal time to guide me
through mock interviews,” he says.

He has since left the company to be-
come a product specialist at Agri-Aqua Bi-
otechnologies (S), a subsidiary of a public-
listed Singapore firm, PDC Corporation.

‘WITN MOore career cnoices, ne auus.

The director of the MDIS School of
Life Sciences, Dr Andrew Lucy, says:
“Through our school, the doors to the
‘Ivory Tower’ have been opened — with
networking and career opportunities, job-
enhancing co-curricular activities, state-
of-the-art facilities and global recognition.
These are all features of our school that
have been designed to enable our students
to take ownership of their dreams and to
realise them.”

Mr Chai is now even motivated
enough to consider postgraduate studies
in life sciences, either at the MDIS or an
overseas institution.

“I'm steering myself towards the en-
trepreneurial aspects of the sciences and,
currently, my involvement in cultivation
and ecology might probably see me un-
dertaking postgraduate studies in agricul-
ture after my BSc to further deepen my
theoretical foundations.

“This is my love and I want to build a
career that involves the sciences,” he says.
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