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GRAND DAME'S NEW LOOK: The 119-year-old museum's re-opening featured a still from home-grown film-maker Royston Tan's nJr

FHOTO: LA FOOX KOKG
film Sin Sal Hong projected on its revamped facade,

National
Museum

-opens

er $132m
makeover

By Crama Cuow
Arls correspondent

WITH aix pa:i:rﬁ of scigtors 5wi5.'|'|.i1'|g
through an orange satin ribbon, the re-
vamped Matlonal Museam of Singa-
pore was opened offickally last night,

Guest of honour Pregident § R Nath-
an and Information, Communications
and the Arts Minister Lee Boon Yang
were among those who did the hon-
OIS,

About 1,000 guests then tucked into
a buffet dinner in the museum’s
glass-clad atrium under a row of swing-
ing red chandeliers, 3 mechanised art-
work by Singapore artist Suzann Vie-
10T,

Among the guests was Mrs Sylvia
Khao, 89, Singapore’s Ve Wang be-
tween the 1960 and the 1990s,

She retired 13 years apo and donat-
ed a collection 6 her bridal gowns to
the museum. One of them is now on dis-

p!a;fi- o ;

r William Guy Farquhar Atkins
40, the great-great-great-grandson of
Licutenant-Colonel Willlam Farquhar,
Singapore's first British Resident, was
also present.

Bristol-based managing director
of a specialised safety cqupment com-
E:m}' st visited the museum in 2003,

efore it closed for renovations,

“It's a fantastic combination of the
old and new," he sabd after a tour,

The 11 9?'1:a7--:r]d MUSEUm Was
closed for 3YWz years for a $132.6 mil-
lion facelift.

[t now has a main Singapore History
Gallery and four Living Galleries,
which showcase Singapore culture
through film, photography, food and
fashion,

In a speech, Dr Lee said the refur-
bished muscum Was “a beautiful cruck-
ble for forging a love for our heritage
while refaining the charm and charac-
ter of this historical monument™.

Té‘:!r;-]um.lmark pla 15:! big rq;h:':lmis-
ing Singapore ' s probile as a glo it
for arts and culture, he add.-eﬁ. .

Deseribing the museum as an “archi-

teciural icon™ of S'mﬁfme, the chair-
man of the National Heritage Board,
Professor Tommy Koh, said: “1 hope
the people of Singapore will embrace it
in the same way as they have embraced
the Esplanade,™ ™
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