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His ancestor was with Sir Stamford
Raffles when he founded S'pore. Bui

for a long time for him...

By Liew Hanging

He was just
the manin
a painting

hanging@iphucomy

E remembers this intricate piece
H of silverware holding tangerines,

dates and fudge as the
centrepiece of his family dining table in
the UK every Christmas,
Now, it's the centrepiece of a display
at the National M m of Singapore,
This epergne (table centrepiece) used
to belong to Major-General William

Farquhar, the first British resident and
commandant of Singapore.

And his great great great grandson, |

M William Guy Farquhar Atkins,
remembers it fondly.
“We only saw the epergne at

Christmas. At all other times of the year, *

it was kept in a wooden chest in a vault
because it was so valuable,” said

Mr Atkins, 40, managing director of Jo
Bird & Company, which designs and
manufactures storage cabinets for fire

7 December 2006
He was just the man in the painting

safety and emergency use.
It wias put up for sale with Sotheby's
in London by his father and acquired by

_ “the museum in a private sale in 1

The museum exhibited it the next

" year during the 175th Anniversa

celebrations of Singapore’s foun

Hiz ancestor may be well- Ir.nuvm L]
students of Singapone history, but
Mr Atkins said that for maost of his
childhood, Maj-Gen Farqubar was just
“the man in a painting on :hewall

“I didn't know much about him, and
miy father didn't really talk a great deal
about our family history either,” he said.

Then, on a stopaver here en route to
Australia in V988, Mr Atking visited the
WAX MUSEUM 0N Sentosa.

ALARM

1 saw the exhibit where the
were signing a treaty, and 1 realised that
one of the people at the table was the
same person in the portrait on the wall
at home,” he sald.

Excited, Mr A
of the display.

"1 actually set off an :larm because

flazh iy wasn't allowed.
MMIM “t reprimanded,”
he recalled, la
Hr.mkins, here for the official
re-opening of the t'-.a.tl.t:unnl!-'luaeum
. said hi has visited Singapore
mone than 10 times, He o learn
something new about his family history
each time he visits,
“Every time [ visit Singapore, [ try to
%

“THE FIRST RESIDENT:

MAJOR-General William Farquhar was
with Sir Stamford Raffles when he
founded Singapore in 1814.

He was left to manage the colony for
four years after Raffles left.

He was the first British resicdent and
commandant of Malacca tog.

Maj-Gen Farquhar died in Perth,
Scotland, in 1839 at the age of G5.

The William Farquhar collection of

do something
Thaven't
clane
before," said
Br Atkins,
who lives in
the UK with
ks wife and

[4T% ]
daughters.

Omn a trip

Mational Museum and was shown the
William Farquhar natural history
m a 53 million collection
to the mussewrn by Mr Gol
Geok Khim, chairman and managing
director of G K Golh Holdings.
Mrs Tamilselvi Siva, the curator who

showed him the collection, said:

“Compared to (founder of modemn

Singapore, Sir Stamford) Rafflles,
Farquh.a: Was rn!lamreiy unl:nnwn in our

podint uu.l Falquhar 5 hihtunml
importance to our visitors.”

This timee, Mr Atkins visited Pulau
Uhin for the first time.

“The island is still full of these
swampy areas. ['d like 1o think that what
[ saw weas similar to what Farguhar saw
when he first came to Singapore a long
time ago,” he said.

the next step?

To re-trace Maj-Gen Farqubar’s

footsteps in Malacca, Mr Atkins said.

natural history drawings, on display at

+4 the National Museum, consists of 477

drawings ofanimals, birds, fishes,
reptiles, insects and plants. They were
commissioned by Maj-Gen Farquhar
when hie was based in Malacca.

The 53 million collection was
acuired by Mr Goh Geok Khim at an
auction in 1995 and later donated to the
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