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ST 2007 Michael Koh, CEO of the National Heritage
THE ARTS  Board, tops the arts power list for putting
the words cool and happening into
museums. He and six other names make
first-time landings in this countdown, the -
first of our four power lists. :

Plus: Five names to watch out forﬁ,_.“
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In this first of four Power
Lists, 10 players have
made their mark on the
arts scene this year,
whether it was puttin
Singapore on the world
stage or creating a distinct
home-grown culture

Hong Xinyi
ARTS REPORTER

HE movers and shakers in Singa-
pore’s arts scene delivered both
bracing blockbuster bluster and re-
freshing indie cool this year.

Life!’s 2007 Power List for the arts indus-
try continues to highlight groups and indi-
viduals who made significant contributions
to the arts scene this year, and who
projects next year signal a continued com-
mitment to developing home-grown cul-
ture.

Reflecting the diversity of artistic devel
opments during this boomtown year, seven
out of the 10 featured are first-time power
players.

The increasing prominence of the visual
arts sector can be seen in the debuts of Na-

tional Heritage
Board chief ex-
ecutive Michael

‘Local Koh and ART-
companies Gt chen
have become E:l(en Po on the
increasingly e former

jazzed up local
museums with
initiatives like
celebrity ambas-

confident
about

mounting sadors, ahead
big, risky Heipated- 301
Sh(;ws As opening of the
. National Art
recently as Gaery. "
The latter

three years  drew some of

the most prestig-
ious artists and
collectors yet to
the well-attend-
ed art show, bol-
stering Singa-
pore’s growing
reputation as a
collecting hub.

“I sensed a
greater interest
in the buying
and selling of art this year, which 1 believe
has been fuelled by a booming economy,”
says Ms Audrey Wong, 39, ar dirce
tor of The Substation. “The su of the
recent auctions added to the buzz. At some
events, you could almost hear the sound of
moncy talking.”

The Singapore Symphony Orchestra’s
well-received China tour and collaborations
with top international soloists put it on the
List for the first time this year.

Also brimming with giobal ambition is
first-time Power Lister Gaurav Kripalani
from the Singapore Repertory Theatre

ago, this sort
of energy
was not
apparent’

Mr J.P. Nathan, director
of programming at the
Esplanade

Continued on facing page

“New blood is a good sign.”
Tan, 43, artistic director of TNS.

“It helps us all get our act together and
feel more secure on our own turf before
moving on 1o the next phase.”
> hxinyi@sph.com.sg

> Watch out for The Power List 2007:
Entertainment next Thursday.

ays Alvin

Additional reporting by Adeline Chia
and June Cheong






