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CITY Developments Limited (CDL) yesterday launched its
first public artwork by the Singapore River. Under the
National Heritage Board’s Public Art Tax Incentive
Scheme (Patis), formerly known as the Public Sculptures
Scheme, CDL commissioned the Reed Sculpture into a
full-sized piece for public display at Robertson Quay.

Minister for Information, Communication and the Arts
Lee Boon Yang said yesterday: “Public sculptures and
artworks are aesthetic highlights which can add interest,
colour and dynamism to cities around the world.” In line
with this, the Reed Sculpture is now on display at the river
front site under the government’s bid to bring greater
vibrancy to the Singapore River through the arts.

The sculpture was the winning entry in CDL’s
Singapore Sculpture Award competition in 2003.
Conceptualised by Peter Chen (above), an architect and
lecturer in industrial design at Nanyang Technological
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University, the sculpture will help to “beautify
(Singapore’s) landscape and add to (the) cultural identity
and character of (the) city”’, added Dr Lee.

The minister also commended CDL’s “‘pioneering
efforts”” in promoting the appreciation and standards of
sculpture in Singapore. He said: “CDL is the first
organisation to come up with the innovative and
meaningful biennial Singapore Sculpture Award to
provide our sculpture artists with public platforms to
showcase their works.”

The minister added that he *“certainly hopes to see
more developers and property managers taking
advantage of Patis to enhance and beautify their buildings
with artworks”. By participating in Patis, companies like
CDL will enjoy double tax deduction for the appraised
value of the donated public art, maintenance cost of
adopted public art, or installation and maintenance cost of|
displayed public art.




