Wil Mozarts: Children
previewing the exhibition don
igs and Costumes similar o
those Mozart wore.

-drinking Mozart's favourite tea and more,
as DEEPIKA SHETTY finds out.
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Mad about Mozart
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Mozart

Comeface to face wl!h
the musical child gemus
in this Austrian interactive
exhibition for children

Deepika Shetty

DZARY Eameibis 15

the National Museum.

Kol be bl to put on pow-

dered wigs and costumes from

the 18th century, and learn more about the

life and times of Wolfgane Amadeus Mo-
2ast in e Iteractive bl

Called Mozart: A Child Prodigy
hibition will run till July 6.

Brought in by the muscum at a cost of
$500.000. the exhibition aims to show chil-
dren how one of the great musical genius-
es of all time lived.

It was designed by Austria’s Zoom Kin-
dermuseum, a children’s museun in Vien-
na and the Da Ponte Institute. a music re
search institute named after Mozarts

v, the ex-

brettist, Lorenzo Da Ponte.

e show was developed 10 mark the
Salzburg-orn composer's 250th birth anni-
versary in 2006. He was born in 1756 and
died in 1791

This s the first time the exhibition i
tr.neumg out of Austria, and the National
Niuscum i tasgeting 50,000 visiors

Its director, Ms Lee Chor Lin, 45, found
out about the exhibition a year ago and de-
cided to bring it here as part of the muse-
unys firstever children'sseason,

: h ch uns il July 6. in-
cludes ws, workshops,
e o) e s 1t Gl o 16
the age of 12
She says; “The hing that struck me w
hat it was curated and designed keeping
in'mind children and young people.
tention hos beb patd o dvery Jile
detail, ke the height of the dressing table,
the chairs, the costumes. | firmly hel
this is the way to engage young people.
The ies bebind the extibition i 10
into the life of Mozart,
whete] mL story bas been —albeit mosly o
adults — in books. documentaries and a
Tovie tiled Amadeus (1984,
By all accounts, he was small, very thin
and pale. and at various points in his life
was considered vain, enormously talented

Mozart's mojo

Five fun facts
about Mozart

Pet: A fox-1 IE:rner
named Pimperl
Hobbies: Dancmg
when not
composing music.
Liked to sketch
while composing. e
Favow
Liver dumplings &

with sauerkraut,

akind of pickled i’
cabbage

Favourite games:
Billiards, target

card games
Distinguishing }

by

on the sheets, but they don't bite.

and slightly mad.

This exhibition focuses on his child-
hood years, to give children an apprecia-
tion of the time he grew up in

Visitors entering the exhibition first see
an opera-lke seting, complete with plush
red curtain

Before they find out what lies beyond
the curtains, two performers provide a
quick peek into the life of the composer.

The child prodigy composed his first
work at age five and wrote his first success-
ful opera bv the age of

Before his carly de: Akt the age of 35,
11 b FEATE Pt o it o
chestral pieces. and inspired other musical
greats like Becthoven and Wagner.

Beyond the curtains are 11 interactive
rooms with themes such as The Aristocrat-
ic Salon, the Pharmacy and Barber Shop

sight into his everyday life during the Ro-
coco period

‘Aivites include mixing herbal reme-
dieg and playing the games e played,

e  exhibition area, about
o v Sor-soorm 1D fais. have
e it ot it chndeEors et b
rate furniture

Children can climb onto a huge bed and
‘hen they put their heads on the piliows,
they can listen to Mozart’s
S see aintea il e bue” Sesnges
because insects and bugs were rampant
during those times,
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