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HIStory: Museums are in his blood

With all three museums, aside trom con-
vering hertage buldings nto conducive
s o d art, he also had
art the collections for therm.
¢ Gauri Parimoo Krishnan, 44, sen-

for curator for Sotth Agin and research at

points out: “Many things which
you see at the ACM today e things we
discussed when the name ACM didn't
even exisi

“Tt was a time when we were housed in
a container. Even then, Dr Kwok had so
many ideas for the museum.
when you walk through our mu-
seum, it is sometimes hard to believe how
far we have come. His vision really helped
make the museum what it is today.”

h year, at least 500,000 people visit
the ACM. Aidsome of s lockbuster ex-
Hibitions have drvun record n

5000 Years O Tndia, held in
1994, attracted 165000 visitors - the Jarg-
est number ever recorded for any museum
exhibition in Singapore.

Etcrnal Egypt: Treasures From The
British Museurn, in 1999, drew 102,000 visi-
tors, while Journey Of Faith: Art And His-
tory From The Vatican Collections attract-
ed over 133,000 visitors in

tor later that year.
uick to credit others for the

success of ACM's blockbuster exhibi-

tions, butthose who know him say it

is his ability to connect with people

that has helped the museum gain the
standing it hs loday
an says: “He was visiting

e lndmn state of Gujarat ast year
and what struck me most was the fact
ihat e immersed hmeelf otaly i

miracle that | still
have some friends left’

Life at the museum:
‘It has been a sprint
to the finish’

dn, xullure there.

Apart from this, ACM's growing inter- : Thoogh he could afford it,
national reputation has been reflected in :
the lmret i s colocton. f s been b Tf’irfe""ﬁci" HE oo ok e
lending to other museums in Syt - PLENTY OF ART: Outfits ato-cickshiws, just ke wo do when
sldu\s, ookt Baaie tpor s o on display (above) at the we are in India. )
Peranakan Museum. 1 Kwok also says he plans to con-
Dr Kwok's vision for the tinue his muscum work, albeit in a dif-
ferent role. He says he i in discussions
NHE o continue i an disc-

I-h\ g positioned the museum interna- '
tionally, Dr Kvok says he fecls it's time to
retire. i

Apart from travelling and learning Lat- |
in, the bachelor also plans to take up yoga,
spend more time with his family and 4
frends,and “buy an, "1d howse in another
country and

e Lot hat he decided to take a
permanent beak from wh e calls "

blockbuster exhibitions
which featured, among. “Museums are in my
blood Unless I go fora !mnxl\mnn
thev would stay a

before that, there’s ane. Is-
(m\hul S5n Pranciies 6 explore.

> doopikas@sph.com.sg

Iy relentless” 12- to 15-hour work days.



