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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

 

THE SITE AT 38 OXLEY ROAD TO BE GAZETTED AS A NATIONAL MONUMENT 

The Site is preserved in the public interest, as it is assessed to be of historic significance and 

national importance. Preserving the Site does not mean preserving the building and structures 

onsite in their current form.  

 

Singapore, 12 December 2025 – The site at 38 Oxley Road (the “Site”) was gazetted today as 

Singapore’s 77th National Monument. Acting Minister for Culture, Community and Youth (CCY) 

David Neo, having considered the assessment by the Preservation of Sites and Monuments 

(“PSM”) Advisory Board and the recommendation by the National Heritage Board (“NHB”), has 

issued a Preservation Order to gazette the Site as a National Monument under the Preservation 

of Monuments Act 2009 (“PMA”). 

  

2 Acting Minister (CCY)’s decision took into consideration a written objection submitted by 

Mr Lee Hsien Yang (“Mr LHY”) to the Prime Minister’s Office and NHB on 17 November 2025 

(“objection letter”). In his objection letter, Mr LHY objected to the preservation of the Site, stating, 

among other things, that Mr Lee Kuan Yew (“Mr Lee”) was “clear and unambiguous” throughout 

his life that he wanted his home at 38 Oxley Road to be demolished.  

 

3 In line with established processes under the PMA, NHB has reviewed the objection letter 

and maintained its recommendation that the Site is worthy of preservation as a National 

Monument for its historic significance and national importance.  

 

4 In deciding to proceed with the preservation of the Site, Acting Minister (CCY) noted that 

Mr LHY’s objection letter did not challenge the Site’s historic significance or national importance, 

nor the evaluation process for identifying potential National Monuments. Mr LHY also did not 

dispute the PSM Advisory Board’s assessment of the Site’s preservation worthiness. It was clearly 

documented in the 2018 Report of the Ministerial Committee on 38 Oxley Road that while Mr 

Lee’s personal preference was for the building at 38 Oxley Road to be demolished, he was 

prepared to accept options other than demolition, provided that suitable arrangements were made 

to (i) refurbish the building and keep it in a habitable state; and (ii) protect his family’s privacy.   
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5 Preserving the Site does not mean that the building and structures on the Site must be 

kept in their original state. As Acting Minister (CCY) explained in Parliament, the appropriate 

treatment of the building and structures will be subject to further study, once the Government has 

access to the Site. Nevertheless, to respect Mr Lee’s wishes, the Government has committed to 

removing the private living spaces from the interior of the building to protect the privacy of Mr Lee 

and his family under all eventual options.  

 

Historic Significance and National Importance  

 

6 Acting Minister (CCY) concurred with the PSM Advisory Board’s assessment that the Site 

has strong national significance worthy of preservation as a National Monument, as it bore witness 

to pivotal events in the 1950s that marked Singapore's transition from a colony to an independent 

nation. It was also the venue for conversations, activities and decisions by our founding leaders 

and other key individuals, which profoundly shaped the trajectory of Singapore's independence 

movement and our subsequent national history. The Site witnessed discussions where these key 

individuals formulated their vision and plans for Singapore, leading to Singapore’s first fully-

independent government following the 1959 Legislative Assembly elections. This makes the Site 

a unique and foundational part of the story of Singapore’s independence.  

 

7 Against this backdrop, the decision to preserve the Site is made in the public interest, and 

goes beyond the personal preferences of any individual. Preserving the Site will allow current and 

future generations of Singaporeans to reflect upon significant events in our nation’s history that 

took place there, and the ideals and values that have shaped Singapore.  

 

Next Steps 

 

8 With the issuance of the Preservation Order, the Government intends to acquire the Site 

to safeguard and preserve it in keeping with its historic significance and national importance. 

Preserving and acquiring the Site means that it cannot be redeveloped for residential, commercial 

or other private uses. After acquisition, the relevant authorities will assess the condition of the 

buildings and structures within the Site, and undertake a detailed study to consider the next steps. 
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While the Government intends to convert the Site into a public space, with one possible outcome 

being a heritage park, all options, including those outlined by the 2018 Ministerial Committee, will 

be considered before a decision is made. Regardless of the option taken, the Government has 

committed to respecting Mr Lee’s wishes to protect his family’s privacy by removing all traces of 

their private living spaces from the interior of the house. Under no circumstances will the interior 

of the house as Mr Lee knew, be displayed, recorded, remodelled or duplicated elsewhere. 

 

For more information, please refer to: 

● Annex A: Historic Significance of the Site at 38 Oxley Road  

● Annex B: List of Singapore’s National Monuments  

 

– END – 

 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Lee Ying Hsuan 

Assistant Manager, Strategic & Media Comms 

Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 

lee_ying_hsuan@mccy.gov.sg 

Justin Ho 

Senior Manager, Strategic Comms 

National Heritage Board 

Justin_ho@nhb.gov.sg 

 

 

 

 

About the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 

  

The Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth seeks to inspire Singaporeans through the arts 

and sports, strengthen community bonds, and promote volunteerism and philanthropy. Since its 

inception in November 2012, MCCY has been actively engaging the arts, heritage, sports, and 

community and youth sectors. The Ministry aims to bring into sharper focus the efforts to build a 

more cohesive and vibrant society, and to deepen a sense of identity and belonging to the nation. 

MCCY works with its stakeholders to create an environment where Singaporeans can pursue 

their aspirations for a better quality of life and together, and build a gracious and caring society 

we are proud to call home. Please visit www.mccy.gov.sg for more information.  

  

 

 

http://www.mccy.gov.sg/


          
 
 

Page 4 of 9 
 

About the National Heritage Board 

The National Heritage Board (NHB) was formed on 1 August 1993. As the custodian of 

Singapore’s heritage, NHB is responsible for telling the Singapore story, sharing the Singaporean 

experience and imparting our Singapore spirit.  

 

NHB’s mission is to preserve and celebrate the shared heritage of our diverse communities, for 

the purpose of education, nation-building and cultural understanding. It manages the national 

museums and heritage institutions, and sets policies relating to heritage sites, monuments and 

the National Collection. Through the National Collection, NHB curates heritage programmes and 

presents exhibitions to connect the past, present and future generations of Singaporeans. NHB 

is a statutory board under the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth. Please visit 

www.nhb.gov.sg for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.nhb.gov.sg/
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ANNEX A 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SITE AT 38 OXLEY ROAD 

 

1.  The site at 38 Oxley Road (the “Site”) bore witness to pivotal events in the 1950s that 

marked Singapore’s transition from a colony to an independent nation. It was also the home 

of Singapore’s founding Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan Yew from 1950 until his death in 2015.  

 

2. In the 1950s, various individuals came to the Site to seek help and legal consultations with 

Mr Lee Kuan Yew, often in relation to political action such as the British colonial 

administration’s arrest of Mr Abdul Samad Ismail in 1951, the 1952 Singapore Post and 

Telegraph Uniformed Staff Union strike, and the 1954 National Service riots. Some of the 

individuals and trade unionists whom Mr Lee Kuan Yew met became his key collaborators 

and important figures in Singapore’s independence movement.  

 

3. From early 1953, regular secret discussions among Mr Lee Kuan Yew, Dr Goh Keng 

Swee, Dr Toh Chin Chye, Mr S Rajaratnam, and Mr K. M. Byrne took place primarily in the 

Basement Dining Room, on the feasibility of forming a new political party. The group gradually 

expanded to include other figures who would also become key leaders of Singapore’s 

independence movement, such as Mr Abdul Samad Ismail, Mr Devan Nair, Mr Lim Chin Siong 

and Mr Fong Swee Suan.  

 

4. The Site witnessed these discussions involving key founding leaders of independent 

Singapore, that shaped the course of Singapore’s national history. It was through these 

meetings that the founding leaders formulated their political vision, plans and values, and 

where they organised the transition towards self-government. The Site was the People’s 

Action Party’s (“PAP”) first headquarters from its founding in 1954, to 1959 when the PAP won 

its first General Election, and established self-governance in Singapore.  

 

5. The events and people associated with the Site were significant in shaping the course of 

Singapore’s history. This makes the Site a unique and foundational part of the story of 

Singapore’s independence, which is not replicated in any other site or monument. Despite its 

historical associations and strong national significance, the simplicity of the Site attests to the 

values of prudence, pragmatism and discipline exemplified by Singapore’s founding leaders. 

As a physical marker, 38 Oxley Road would allow present and future generations of 

Singaporeans to connect with and reflect on the deliberations and decisions made by 

Singapore’s founding leaders, the gravity and impact of pivotal events that led Singapore to 

independence, as well as the ideals and values that have come to shape Singapore today. 
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ANNEX B 

List of Singapore’s National Monuments 

Name of Building/Site/Structure Effective Date of 

Preservation Order 1 

1  Former Thong Chai Medical Institution (1892)  28 June 1973  

2  Armenian Church of St Gregory the Illuminator (1835 – 36)  28 June 1973  

3  St Andrew’s Cathedral (Rebuilt 1856 – 64)  28 June 1973  

4  Former Telok Ayer Market (now Lau Pa Sat) (1890 – 94)  28 June 1973  

5  Thian Hock Keng (1839 – 42)  28 June 1973  

6  Sri Mariamman Temple (Rebuilt 1843)  28 June 1973  

7  Hajjah Fatimah Mosque (1845 – 46)  28 June 1973  

8  Cathedral of the Good Shepherd (1843 – 47)  28 June 1973  

9  Nagore Dargah (now Nagore Dargah Indian Muslim 

Heritage Centre) (1828 – 30)  

19 November 1974  

10  Al-Abrar Mosque (1850 – 55)  19 November 1974  

11  House of Tan Yeok Nee (The former Salvation Army 

Headquarters) (1885)  

19 November 1974  

12  Tan Si Chong Su (1876 – 78)  19 November 1974  

13  Jamae Mosque (Rebuilt 1830 – 35)  19 November 1974  

14  Sultan Mosque (Rebuilt 1924 – 28)  8 March 1975  

15  St George’s Church (1910 – 13)  10 November 1978  

16  Hong San See (1908 – 12)  10 November 1978  

17  Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple (Rebuilt 1961 – 66)  10 November 1978  

18  Abdul Gafoor Mosque (1907)  5 July 1979  

19  Siong Lim Temple (now Lian Shan Shuang Lin Monastery) 

(1902 – 09)  

14 October 1980  

20 Raffles Hotel (1887 – 1907) 4 March 1987 

(Re-gazetted on 3 June 

1995) 

 
1 Date of gazette refers to the date which a Preservation Order is published in the Government Gazette, while the 
effective date refers to the date the Preservation Order takes effect. 
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21  Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church (1924 – 25)  23 March 1989  

22  Goodwood Park Hotel (Tower Block) (1900)  23 March 1989  

23  Former Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus Chapel (now 

CHIJMES Hall) (1903) and Caldwell House (1840 – 41)  

26 October 1990  

24  Former Attorney-General’s Chambers (now Parliament 

House Block C) (Rebuilt circa 1906) 

14 February 1992 

 

25  Former Parliament House and Annex Building (1826 – 27)  

 

14 February 1992,  

26 June 1992 (Annex) 

26  Victoria Theatre (1856 – 62) and Concert Hall (1902 – 05)  14 February 1992  

27  Former City Hall (1926–29) 14 February 1992 

28  Former St Joseph’s Institution – Main Building (1855 – 67), 

Chapel (1911-1912) and Classroom (1906 – 07) 

14 February 1992,  

26 June 1992 (Classroom)  

29  Former Supreme Court (1937 – 39)  14 February 1992  

30  National Museum (now National Museum of Singapore) 

(1884 – 87)  

14 February 1992  

31  Istana and Sri Temasek (1867 – 69)  14 February 1992  

32  Former Empress Place Building (now Asian Civilisations 

Museum) (1864 – 67)  

14 February 1992  

33  Former Sun Yat Sen Villa (now Sun Yat Sen Nanyang 

Memorial Hall) (1900 – 02)  

28 October 1994  

34  Yueh Hai Ching Temple (1852 – 1855)  28 June 1996  

35  Former Tao Nan School (now The Peranakan Museum) 

(1910 – 12) 

27 February 1998  

36  Former Ministry of Labour Building (1928)  27 February 1998  

37  Maghain Aboth Synagogue (1878)  27 February 1998  

38  Former Hill Street Police Station (1934 – 36) 18 December 1998  

39  Chesed-El Synagogue (1905)  18 December 1998  

40  Ying Fo Fui Kun (1881 – 82)  18 December 1998  

41  Central Fire Station (1908 – 09)  18 December 1998  
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42  Former Nanyang University Library and Administration 

Building, Former Nanyang University Memorial, and 

Former Nanyang University Arch (1954 – 56)  

18 December 1998  

43  The Chinese High School Clock Tower Building (1925)  19 March 1999  

44  Prinsep Street Presbyterian Church (1930 – 31)  12 January 2000  

45  Tan Teck Guan Building (1911) 2 December 2002  

46  College of Medicine Building (1926)  2 December 2002  

47  Former Admiralty House (1939)  2 December 2002  

48  Former Cathay Building (now The Cathay) (1939)  10 February 2003  

49  Church of St Peter and St Paul (1869 – 70)  10 February 2003  

50  MacDonald House (1949)  10 February 2003  

51  RC Church of St Joseph (1906 – 12)  14 January 2005  

52  Church of Our Lady of Lourdes (1888)  14 January 2005  

53  Church of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (1901)  14 January 2005  

54  Tou Mu Kung Temple (1919 – 21)  14 January 2005  

55  Former Ford Factory (now Memories at Old Ford Factory) 

(1941)  

15 February 2006  

56  Former Raffles College (now NUS Campus at Bukit Timah) 

(1927 – 53)  

11 November 2009  

57  Church of St Teresa (1926 – 28)  11 November 2009  

58  Former Keng Teck Whay Building (now Singapore Yu 

Huang Gong) (est. 1831)  

11 November 2009  

59  Former Command House (1939)  11 November 2009  

60  Former St James Power Station (1926)  11 November 2009  

61  Bowyer Block (1926)  11 November 2009  

62  Former Singapore Conference Hall and Trade Union 

House (now Singapore Conference Hall) (1962 – 65)  

28 December 2010  

63  Esplanade Park Memorials: Lim Bo Seng Memorial (1953 

– 54), The Cenotaph (1920 – 22), and Tan Kim Seng 

Fountain (1882)  

28 December 2010  

64  Former Tanjong Pagar Railway Station (1929 – 31)  8 April 2011  
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65  Civilian War Memorial (1966 – 67)  15 August 2013  

66  Chung Cheng High School (Main) Administration Building 

and Entrance Arch (1965 – 68)  

10 July 2014  

67  Sri Thendayuthapani Temple (Rebuilt 1980 – 83)  21 October 2014  

68  Alkaff Upper Serangoon Mosque (1931 – 32)  20 December 2014  

69  Jurong Town Hall (1971 – 74)  3 June 2015  

70  Istana Kampong Gelam (now Malay Heritage Centre) (circa 

1839 – 1843)  

7 August 2015  

71  Former Fullerton Building (now The Fullerton Hotel) (1924 

– 28)  

8 December 2015  

72  Changi Prison Entrance Gate, Wall and Turrets (1936)  16 February 2016  

73 Singapore River Bridges: Cavenagh Bridge (1869), 

Anderson Bridge (1909), and Elgin Bridge (1929) 

15 October 2019 

74 Fort Siloso (1878) 15 February 2022 

75 The Padang (circa 1822) 9 August 2022 

76 Blocks 1, 2 and 3 of the Former Kandang Kerbau Hospital 

(1955, 1933, 1940) 

1 October 2025 

77 38 Oxley Road (1898) 13 December 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


