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PATRON OF HERITAGE AWARDS 2024 CELEBRATES
STRONG AND SUSTAINED SUPPORT

Singapore, 19 November 2025 — The National Heritage Board (NHB) honoured 64 valued
patrons for their contributions to the heritage landscape in 2024, recognising a wide range of
support that collectively amounted to $$12.5 million in cash, artefact donations, and in-kind
contributions. This year’s Patron of Heritage Awards (POHA) ceremony underscores the stability
and resilience of heritage philanthropy in Singapore, with contributions closely matching that of
2023. Guest-of-Honour Mr David Neo, Acting Minister for Culture, Community, and Youth and
Senior Minister of State for Education, officiated the ceremony at the National Museum of
Singapore, celebrating the continued support from individuals, businesses, and organisations
that have come together to promote and safeguard Singapore’s heritage.

Recoagnising the continued strength and diversity of heritage philanthropy

2 This year’s awards celebrate not only the steady level of support but also showcase the
diverse and innovative forms of giving that strengthen Singapore’s heritage ecosystem. Besides
cash donations, our patrons have also made impactful in-kind contributions ranging from
consultancy services and architectural expertise to media support and creative technologies.
These efforts demonstrate how heritage philanthropy continues to evolve to meet modern
needs, ensuring our heritage sector remains vibrant, relevant, and accessible for present and
future generations.

Enriching heritage through artefact donations

3 The National Collection comprises over 250,000 objects that tell the Singapore story,
holding our collective memories and revealing stories of our people and places throughout the
decades. The Collection continues to grow with the donation of objects from passionate
individuals, businesses, and organisations, allowing Singaporeans to uncover new perspectives
of our past and how it has continued to shape our present and future.

e Mr Andrew Gn, an internationally acclaimed fashion designer, contributed 201 works to
the Asian Civilisations Museum (ACM). Mr Gn blends cultural influences in his designs
and was awarded the President’s Design Award Singapore - Designer of the Year 2007.

e Hyundai Motor Group Innovation Center Singapore (HMGICS) donated the first
made-in-Singapore Hyundai IONIQ 5 electric vehicle to the National Museum of
Singapore. As part of the museum’s Collecting Contemporary Singapore initiative, this
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donation documents a milestone in Singapore’s sustainable development journey,
highlighting the nation’s industrial and innovation progress over the years.

e Mr Nicholas and Mrs Michelle Malcolmson donated two dresses, a men’s jacket and
trousers that were made by Francis Cheong and Tan Yoong, to the National Museum.
These garments represent the craftsmanship and creativity of prominent local designers,
serving as important tangible markers of Singapore’s fashion heritage.

Uplifting our heritage offerings through cash donations

4 This year’s awards also recognise individuals, businesses and organisations whose
cash donations and sponsorships have been instrumental in advancing our heritage sector.
Their support goes towards driving quality programming that enriches the learning and
celebration of heritage across our diverse communities.

e Mr Chua Yiak Hwa, Clarence, Mrs Vivian Pearl Johnston Chandran, Ms Gopi
Mirchandani, Mr Mark Lee Kean Phi, Mr Jeffrey Ong Say How and Mr Rajgopal
Rajkumar’s respective cash donations to ACM allowed the museum to push their
exhibitions and programming to greater heights.

e White & Case's cash support for the Peranakan Museum's Batik Nyonyas: Three
Generations of Art and Entrepreneurship exhibition enabled the museum to showcase
the remarkable stories of family, art and entrepreneurship to wide-ranging audiences.

e The Embassy of France in Singapore, LGT Bank (Singapore) Ltd, Pilot Pen (S) Pte
Ltd, Zurich Insurance Group, Zurich Insurance Company Ltd (Singapore Branch),
Ms Florence See and Mr Richard Eu provided funding to the National Museum,
supporting the museum’s efforts to tell the Singapore story through its permanent
galleries, special exhibitions, and general programming.

e Mediacorp Pte Ltd’s partial sponsorship for the documentation of Founders’ Memorial
milestones, captures significant stages of the Memorial’'s construction, public
engagement efforts, and programmes to showcase the collective effort that is going
behind the making of the Memorial — one by and for all Singaporeans.

e Hong Leong Foundation’s cash donation to Singapore’s language campaigns provided
essential support for these councils to continue promoting the importance of the use of
Mother Tongue languages in our daily lives

e Our signature festivals also benefited from the generous support of our patrons: Aesop
Singapore Pte Ltd provided cash donations to Singapore Night Festival 2024, while
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BreadTalk Group contributed both cash sponsorship to Singapore Night Festival 2024
and in-kind vouchers for Singapore HeritageFest 2024.

Enhancing heritage spaces with innovative resources and expertise

5 Several patrons also enhanced our heritage spaces with their innovative resources and
expertise, offering new and immersive ways for visitors to experience and engage with heritage.
This includes offering technological equipment, strategic consultancy services and experiential
resources to make heritage more interactive and accessible for all.

e Consulting Group-Asia Insight Pte Ltd, a leading research and consultancy firm,
supported The Intan with comprehensive marketing and visitor insights. This contribution
empowers heritage institutions to better understand and serve diverse audience needs
and to refine their programming, ensuring that heritage spaces remain engaging and
accessible to varying audiences.

e RSP Architects Planners and Engineers Pte Ltd is a global multidisciplinary design
group with decades of experience shaping Singapore’s built environment. They offered
architectural consultancy for the new National Museum’s playground. Designed as an
intergenerational space, the playground incorporates unique design elements inspired
by the museum’s history.

e Epson Singapore Pte Ltd sponsored projectors for the AMAZONIA: Photographs by
Sebastido Salgado exhibition at the National Museum, enabling the display of
multimedia storytelling that brought the exhibition’s themes to life.

e Sony Electronics Singapore Pte Ltd supported the same exhibition through the
provision of TV screens, offering immersive visual experiences for visitors.

e Givaudan Singapore Pte Ltd, a global leader in fragrances and flavours, contributed
bespoke scents to exhibitions and programmes at the National Museum. These
elements added a sensory dimension to heritage encounters, allowing visitors to connect
with history through smell, sight and sound.

e Vouch SG Pte Ltd, a homegrown technology company, developed and donated a hybrid

chatbot for The Intan. This digital tool enhances visitor interaction, providing an
accessible and engaging way for audiences to learn about Peranakan heritage.

Bringing heritage closer through media platforms

6 The creative use of advertising and media platforms were also recognised this year as
they brought heritage into everyday spaces, reaching both local and global audiences. Together,
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these contributions highlight how Singapore’s heritage can be amplified beyond our museums
and galleries, connecting with audiences in the very spaces that people naturally gather, work
and travel.

e Jewel Changi Airport supported The Intan in celebrating and promoting Singapore’s
Peranakan heritage. By leveraging its status as a global lifestyle hub, the mall introduced
cultural stories to the millions of travellers who pass through its doors. Through in-mall
spaces, visual merchandising, and social media engagement, meaningful touchpoints
were created to spotlight the uniqueness of Peranakan culture and heritage.

e SBS Transit Ltd was recognised for its support provided to Singapore’'s language
campaigns through the provision of advertising spaces on their buses. Campaigns such
as the Speak Good English Movement, the Speak Mandarin Campaign, and Bulan
Bahasa reached millions of commuters daily, integrating heritage and language
promotion seamlessly into daily life.

7 Ms Yeoh Chee Yan, Chairman, NHB, said: “The heart of a nation lies in its heritage. It
gives a nation its identity and connects its people across time. The work that we do in the
heritage and museum sector, to share our rich cultural heritage and inspire future generations,
can only be made possible through the dedication of our patrons. This year has been a
reminder that heritage is truly a collective effort of not just one singular entity, but of different
individuals, communities and organisations coming together to keep our heritage alive. | look
forward to your continued support as we continue to safeguard and celebrate the heritage of our
diverse communities, together.”

8 For more information, please refer to:
e Criteria of the Patron of Heritage Awards
e Annex A: Key statistics of the Patron of Heritage Awards 2024
e Annex B: Quotes from awardees of the Patron of Heritage Awards 2024

— END -
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About the Patron of Heritage Awards

Established in 2006, the Patron of Heritage Awards is an annual event that aims to boost
heritage philanthropy in Singapore by honouring individuals and organisations who have made
significant contributions towards enriching our national heritage.

About National Heritage Board

The National Heritage Board (NHB) was formed on 1 August 1993. As the custodian of
Singapore’s heritage, NHB is responsible for telling the Singapore story, sharing the
Singaporean experience and imparting our Singapore spirit.

NHB’s mission is to preserve and celebrate the shared heritage of our diverse communities, for
the purpose of education, nation-building and cultural understanding. It manages the national
museums and heritage institutions, safeguards and promotes intangible cultural heritage, and
sets policies relating to heritage sites, monuments and the national collection. Through the
national collection, NHB curates heritage programmes and presents exhibitions to connect the
past, present and future generations of Singaporeans. NHB is a statutory board under the
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth. Please visit www.nhb.gov.sg for more information.

AL he National Collecti

Managed by the National Heritage Board, Singapore’s National Collection comprises over
250,000 objects that tell the Singapore story. As a living record of our nation's journey, these
artefacts and artworks hold our collective memories, revealing stories of our people and places
throughout the decades. The Collection continues to grow with Singaporeans, capturing recent
history while playing a vital role in documenting our national identity through stories that reflect
our shared experiences, challenges and achievements. Besides those on public display at
various museums and heritage institutions locally and overseas, the Collection supports
research, publication, outreach and education programmes. The Collection may be accessed
online and they are cared for by the Heritage Conservation Centre.

For more on the National Collection, visit www.roots.gov.sg/collections.
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ANNEX A
Key Statistics for Patron of Heritage Awards 2024

(i) Value of contributions

The total value of contributions acknowledged by the Patron of Heritage Awards 2024 is about
S$12.51 million. The breakdown of the contributions is as follows:

Contributions

Cash donations

S$$5.96 million (rounded off)

Artefact and in-kind donations

S$6.55 million (rounded off)

Total

About S$12.51 million

(i) Number of awardees in each of the award categories in Patron of Heritage Awards 2024

Award categories

Number of awardees

Distinguished Patron
(S$2 million and above)

1

Patron

(From $10,000 to $49,999)

(From S$1 million to S$1,999,999) 3
Partner 10
(From S$150,000 to S$999,999)

Friend 16
(From S$50,000 to S$149,999)

Supporter 34

*The above excludes patrons acknowledged under “Special Thanks”.

(iii) Number and percentage of patrons in 2024 that are corporations and individuals:

Organisations/Foundations | Individuals
|Associations
Number 47 17
Percentage 73.44% 26.56%

(iv) Value of contributions in 2023 and 2024

Year Value of Contribution
2023 S$11.67 million
2024 S$12.51 million
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ANNEX B

Quotes from Awardees of the Patron of Heritage Awards 2024

Awardee

Quote

DP Architects

Mr Chua Zi Jun (Ziggy), Director, DP Architects said:

“DP Architects is proud to have been part of the Singapore Heritage
Festival! It has been a wonderful opportunity to share our love for
Singapore’s built environment heritage and connect with the public
in a fun, interactive way. We are excited to help more people
discover the stories behind the spaces that shape our city.”

Hyundai Motor Group
Innovation Centre
Singapore

Dr. Hyun Sung Park, CEO of HMGICS, said:

“This IONIQ 5 is more than a vehicle. It represents a shared
milestone in Hyundai’s collaboration with Singapore to shape the
future of mobility.

As the first full-production model assembled in Singapore, it
symbolizes the realization of our vision to manufacture in the
country and reflects the collaborative efforts and shared progress
between Singapore and Korea toward future growth.

By donating it to the National Collection, we hope to honor the spirit
of partnership and innovation that made this achievement possible.
We are proud that this vehicle will be preserved as part of
Singapore’s national story.”




