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INDIAN HERITAGE CENTRE HONOURS COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS AT ITS 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER  

 

 
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong with IHC Artefact Donor Ms S L Mythili Devi 

at Indian Heritage Centre 

 

Singapore, 14 November 2025 — The Indian Heritage Centre (IHC) celebrates a decade of 

legacy today by honouring the community contributions that have helped showcase and 

promote Indian and South Asian history, heritage, and culture. The contributions have been 

instrumental in increasing awareness and appreciation of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 

heritage among Singaporeans and foreign visitors, since its opening in May 2015. The 

anniversary dinner celebration was attended by Prime Minister and Minister for Finance 
Lawrence Wong earlier in the evening. Notably, Prime Minister Wong was also present at the 

Centre 10 years ago as the then-Minister for the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 

(MCCY) to commemorate the opening of the new Heritage Institution. 

​

 

1 
 



A Heritage Institution of 
​  
 
 
 
 
Ten Years of Working with the Community 
 

2​ Over the past ten years, IHC has grown into a vibrant community space for not just 

Singapore’s Indian and South Asian communities, but also for other Singaporeans and foreign 

visitors alike. Through the Centre’s celebration of major Indian festivals like Pongal, Indian New 

Year and Deepavali, community co-curated exhibitions, Museum-Based Learning programmes 

where Primary 5 students visit IHC as part of the school curriculum, and more, the Centre has 

created and continues to create meaningful opportunities for people from diverse backgrounds 

to engage with and appreciate Indian and South Asian heritage in Singapore and beyond. 

 

Completion of IHC’s First Ever Permanent Gallery Artefact Rotation as part of IHC10 and 
SG60 
 

3​ This year, to mark a decade of IHC and SG60, the Centre embarked on its first major 

artefact rotation at its Permanent Galleries since opening. 60 artefacts, including items from 

Singapore’s National Collection and loans from community members and organisations, are 

being showcased in two phases. The first phase saw the installation of 30 artefacts in May this 

year, with focus on the Early Contact: Interactions between South and Southeast Asia and 

Roots and Routes: Origins and Migration galleries on Level 4. Completing the rotation are 

another 30 artefacts installed in November across the other three galleries – the Roots and 

Routes: Origins and Migration, Pioneers: Early Indians in Singapore and Malaya, Social and 

Political Awakening of Indians in Singapore and Malaya and Making of the Nation: Contributions 

of Indians in Singapore galleries.   

 

4​ This second phase of IHC’s artefact rotation offers a deeper look into the journey and 

contributions of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian communities across pivotal historical 

moments. These artefacts highlight the efforts of early pioneers who laid the foundation of 

trades, associations and schools in the pre-war period, their involvement in the Indian 

Independence movements, lives and experiences of civilians during the World War II (WWII) 

and Japanese Occupation, and prominent figures who contributed to Singapore’s 

nation-building years. Most of the artefacts have been donated by or are on loan from members 

and organisations of the Singapore Indian and South Asian communities, offering a deeper and 
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more diverse understanding of Singapore’s heritage and our connections with the world. 

 

5​ Some of the community donors and lenders include: 

 

●​ Mr Asad Shiraz, a member of Singapore's Dawoodi Bohra Muslim community, is 

donating a collection of documents issued to his father, Shiraz s/o Mohd Ali during the 

Japanese Occupation, including a registration card and Medical Auxiliary Service 

booklet, indicating his role as a stretcher bearer at the 33rd Civil (Air) Defence Station. 

​

  
Registration Card and Syonan Tokubetu Si Medical Auxiliary Service Booklet issued to Shiraz s/o 

Mohd Ali during the Japanese Occupation of Singapore 
1940s 
Paper 

Singapore  
On loan from Mr Asad Shiraz 

 

These documents are displayed for the first time in IHC’s Permanent Galleries and are 

significant in telling the story of the lives and wartime experiences of ordinary civilians 

from Singapore’s Indian and South Asian communities during the Japanese Occupation. 
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●​ Ms K Jayamani is Singapore’s first female marathon gold medalist at the 1977 SEA 

Games and named Singapore’s Sportswoman of the Year twice, in 1977 and 1980. She 

has loaned the running singlet and Onitsuka Tiger shoes she wore during her 

groundbreaking 1977 SEA Games victories, alongside the Best Sportswoman Award 

presented to her by the Singapore National Olympic Council in 1980. 

 

Running Singlet and Pair of Onitsuka Tiger 
Shoes Worn by K Jayamani at the 1977 

Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games) in 
Kuala Lumpur 

1977 
Cotton, Leather, Nylon and Rubber 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Singapore 
On loan from Ms K Jayamani 

 

 
Best Sportswoman Award presented by the 

Singapore National Olympic Council to K 
Jayamani in 1980 

1980 
Sterling Silver 

Singapore 
On loan from Ms K Jayamani 

 

 

These items were first displayed in the IHC’s Permanent Galleries in 2015, and are 

being showcased once again this year, celebrating her pioneering achievements and 

connecting visitors to Singapore’s sporting history. 
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●​ Dr N Varaprasad is donating a collection of personal memorabilia and photographs 

relating to his family’s migration history and his father’s WWII experiences. This includes 

a photograph which depicts Dr N Varaprasad’s father, S Natarajan, during his time as a 

soldier with the Indian National Army (INA) in Burma. 

  

    
Photograph of S Natarajan in the INA uniform 

1940s 
Paper and Wooden Frame 

Burma 
On loan from the Estate of S Natarajan 

  
In the 20th century, S Natarajan was also a founding member of the Singapore Indian 

Fine Arts Society, president of the Singapore Indian Association and the first Chairman 

of the Hindu Endowments Board, serving as a key community leader in Singapore’s 

Indian community. This photograph serves as an important snapshot of Singapore’s 

wartime past, illustrating how members of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 

communities contributed to the Indian independence movements during that period. 
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●​ Ms Rowena Row, a member of Singapore’s Chetti Melaka (Peranakan Indian) 

community, has donated a collection of materials illustrating the professional life of her 

mother, Nellachi Pillay, an educator for the visually impaired in the 20th century. The 

donation includes a copper artwork and a set of teaching tools handcrafted by Nellachi 

Pillay for use by visually impaired learners. 

 

​
Copper Artwork and Teaching Tools Made by Nellachi Pillay for Visually Impaired Children 

20th century 
Copper, Plastic and Wood 

Singapore 
Gift of Mrs Nellachi Pillay and Mr David Row 

 

 

Nellachi specialised in education for the visually impaired, serving as a teacher at the 

School of the Blind and principal of the School for the Visually Handicapped in the 1950s 

and 60s. To enhance accessibility, a 3D replica of the copper artwork is displayed next to 

the original artefact as a touch interactive for visitors. These objects, alongside the 3D 

replica, serve as poignant reminders of the lesser-known contributions of community 

members to Singapore’s nation-building. Through their dedication to social work and 

their commitment to making education accessible to all, individuals like Nellachi played a 

vital role in fostering a more inclusive society. 
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●​ Ms S L Mythili Devi is donating a collection of materials that illustrate the professional 

life of her grandfather, B Govindasamy Chettiar, a key community leader within 

Singapore’s Tamil community, proprietor of the Indian Labour Company and 

philanthropist. They include a portrait of B Govindasamy Chettiar and a congratulatory 

scroll presented to him by Singapore’s Tamil community upon his appointment as Justice 

of the Peace on 5 July 1938.  
 

 
Portrait and Congratulatory Scroll of B Govindasamy Chettiar 

Early 20th century 
Paper, Wooden Frame and Stainless Steel 

Singapore 
On loan from Ms S L Mythili Perumal 

 

These items are important markers of Singapore’s heritage, celebrating the 

outstanding achievements of key community leaders who laid the foundation for the 

nation’s development in its pre-independence years. 

 
 

6​ Artefact donors and lenders such as Mr Asad Shiraz, Ms K Jayamani, Dr N 
Varaprasad, Ms Rowena Row and Ms S L Mythili Devi enable IHC to tell the many facets of 

our Singapore story, reminding us that heritage is embodied in the lived experiences and 

contributions of individuals who shape our nation. For a list of new features across IHC’s 

Permanent Galleries, please refer to Annex A. For a full list of artefacts in Phase 2, please refer 

to Annex B.  
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Celebrating Cash Donations from the Community 
 

 
(From L-R) Mr M Rajaram, Cash Donor, Mr Rajkumar Chandra, Cash Donor, Mr R Rajaram, Chairman, 

Indian Heritage Centre, Ms Yeoh Chee Yan, Chairman, NHB, Ms Teoh Zsin-Woon, Permanent Secretary, 

MCCY 

 

7​ Beyond artefact donors and lenders, the IHC is also heartened by the strong and 

generous support of the community in coming together to contribute cash donations amounting 

to $320,000. The donations were gathered from a variety of donors including community 

stakeholders, business owners in Little India as well as passionate individuals, who have come 

together as a mark of support to IHC. 

 

8​ This contribution will go to enhancing IHC’s offerings, allowing the Centre to further its 

efforts in fostering greater appreciation and understanding of Indian and South Asian heritage 

among diverse audiences. The IHC is deeply thankful for this community effort and recognises 

that such overwhelming support reflects the shared commitment in promoting and safeguarding 

Indian and South Asian heritage in Singapore. 
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Looking Ahead for IHC 
 

9​ As the IHC enters its second decade, it remains committed to working closely with the 

community to showcase more stories of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian communities. The 

Centre will continue to strengthen its role as a focal point for these communities, while also 

serving as a springboard for visitors to explore the surrounding Little India precinct, where they 

can immerse themselves in the vibrant traditions and practices that enrich Singapore’s 

multicultural landscape. 

  

– END – 

 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 

Jia Xuan Seah  
Tate Anzur 
9617 4343 
jiaxuan.seah@tateanzur.com  

 

 
About the Indian Heritage Centre  
 
The Indian Heritage Centre (IHC), a heritage institution managed by the National Heritage 
Board (NHB), traces the history of the Indian and South Asian community in Singapore and 
Southeast Asia. Launched on 7 May 2015 (in conjunction with Singapore’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations) by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, the IHC is a focal point for the Indian 
community, and a platform to learn more about the diverse Indian heritage in Singapore.  
 
Located in the heart of Little India, IHC also serves as a springboard for visitors to explore the 
historic precinct. The Centre is housed in a four-storey building, comprising permanent galleries 
featuring five themes, a special exhibition gallery, educational and activity spaces, as well as 
other facilities. Throughout the year, the centre is a hive of activity through celebrating various 
community festivals and other programmes. For more information, please visit 
www.indianheritage.org.sg 
 
About the National Heritage Board 
The National Heritage Board (NHB) was formed on 1 August 1993. As the custodian of 
Singapore’s heritage, NHB is responsible for telling the Singapore story, sharing the 
Singaporean experience and imparting our Singapore spirit. 
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NHB’s mission is to preserve and celebrate the shared heritage of our diverse communities, for 
the purpose of education, nation-building and cultural understanding. It manages the national 
museums and heritage institutions, safeguards and promotes intangible cultural heritage, and 
sets policies relating to heritage sites, monuments and the national collection. Through the 
national collection, NHB curates heritage programmes and presents exhibitions to connect the 
past, present and future generations of Singaporeans. NHB is a statutory board under the 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth. Please visit www.nhb.gov.sg for more information. 
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Annex A 

NEW FEATURES 

Gallery New features 

Gallery 2: Roots and Routes: 

Origins and Migration 

●​ Painting by Singaporean visual artist Yip Yew Chong, 

reimagining the Theemithi (firewalking) festival at the Sri 

Mariamman Temple. 

●​ Personal memorabilia and household items brought by 

Indian and South Asian migrants to Singapore in the 19th 

and 20th centuries, alongside a map depicting their 

migration routes and settlement patterns, and 10 street 

names honouring the community.  

●​ Child-friendly space with tactile and digital elements that 

promote awareness of Indian folk and performing art 

forms. 

Gallery 3: Pioneers: Early Indians 

in Singapore and Malaya 

●​ Photographs and archival materials highlighting the 

lives and professions of Singapore’s Indian and South 

Asian pioneers in the 19th and early 20th centuries, as 

well as the establishment of community associations and 

Tamil schools at the time.  

●​ Dedicated space highlighting IHC’s Baoli-inspired 

architecture, including a 3D model of the building created 

by the architect during the planning stage. 

●​ Video installation featuring trades and professions of the 

Little India precinct as well as the intangible cultural 

heritage of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 

communities. 

●​ Child-friendly space with tactile elements designed to 

educate about the forgotten trades and professions of 

Singapore’s Indian and South Asian communities. 

Gallery 4: Social and Political 

Awakening of Indians in 

●​ Photographs and archival materials highlighting the 

lived experiences of Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 
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Singapore and Malaya communities during the World War II and Japanese 

Occupation, including Indian National Army (INA) soldiers 

and ordinary civilians. 

●​ Documents and objects shedding light on the social 

reforms that uplifted Singapore’s Tamil community in the 

1950s. 

Gallery 5: Making of the Nation: 

Contributions of Indians in 

Singapore 

●​ Photographs and objects that commemorate the 

contributions of key Indian and South Asian personalities 

across various sectors during Singapore’s nation-building 

years. 
●​ Soundscape featuring the instrumental version of the 

2012 National Day Tamil song ‘Singai Naadu’ by 

Singaporean musician Shabir Sulthan.  
●​ Touch-interactive featuring a 3D replica of a new artefact 

- a copper artwork created by Nellachi Pillay, to support 

accessibility for visually impaired learners. 
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Annex B 

 
FULL LIST OF ARTEFACTS IN PHASE 2 
 

Gallery 2 – Roots and Routes: Origins and Migration 
19th to 21st centuries 

 
The grand entrance of a Chettinad residence greets you as you begin your exploration of our second 
gallery. Dense with intricate carvings of human figures and religious motifs, the magnificent wooden 
door invites you to take a step back into the past to discover the diverse, layered, and personal stories 
of migration. Settlers and their varied rites of passage, language, religious affiliations, attire, artistic 
endeavours, and festivals are represented in our gallery. Stunning displays of ceremonial gold, rubies, 
and textiles await your discovery.  

1 

 
 

Painting of the Theemithi (Firewalking) Festival by Yip 
Yew Chong 
2020 
Singapore 
 
Yip Yew Chong is a Singaporean visual artist renowned for 
his street murals that capture Singapore’s rich multicultural 
heritage and everyday life. In this painting from his Stories of 
the Yesteryear series, he combines personal memories with 
archival photographs to reimagine the Theemithi 
(firewalking) festival, a Hindu ceremony in which male 
devotees walk barefoot across a fire pit in devotion to the 
goddess Draupadi Amman. The festival was introduced to 
Singapore by the caulker or boat-building community, who 
hailed from Poigainallur village in the Nagapattinam district 
of Tamil Nadu. Albert Street was the initial site of Theemithi, 
known as Thimiri Thidal (“the place where people tread on 
fire”). In 1870, the festival was relocated to the Sri 
Mariamman Temple on South Bridge Road, where it 
continues to be celebrated today. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre  

2 

 

Vetrilai Petti (Betel Leaf Box) 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
This betel leaf box, known as vetrilai petti in Tamil, was used 
to store betel leaves (vetrilai) in a Tamil household. The 
practice of betel chewing, along with its ingredients, is 
believed to have spread across Southeast Asia through 
centuries of maritime trade and migration. Known as makan 
sirih in Malay, betel chewing became deeply embedded in 
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the culture and customs of the Malay, Indian and Peranakan 
communities in Singapore. Betel quid was typically 
consumed after meals for its digestive and breath-freshening 
properties. It also played a key role in social customs, 
offered to guests and featured in wedding rituals, 
symbolising love and marital union. In Indian communities, 
betel chewing was common among women, though Indian 
labourers also used it to stave off hunger and stay alert. 
Betel quid was typically enhanced with a spice mix known as 
paan masala, containing cardamom, clove, nutmeg and 
mace, sold by paanwala vendors of the yesteryear. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mr V Krishna 

3 

 

Water Boiler of Savithri Natarajan née Ramalingam 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
This copper water boiler is an example of the household 
items brought by Indian and South Asian migrants when 
they travelled to Singapore in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Traditionally fuelled by coal or wood, it was used to heat 
water. Such vessels were common in Indian and South 
Asian homes, as copper was valued for its excellent heat 
conductivity and its perceived health benefits in Ayurveda 
(traditional Indian medicine), believed to neutralise toxins 
and balance the body’s energies. This boiler was gifted to 
Savithri Natarajan née Ramalingam by her mother upon the 
birth of her first child. Savithri carried it with her on the Indian 
steamship SS Jalagopal during her journey from South India 
to Burma, and eventually to Singapore. In her family, the 
boiler was primarily used to heat water for bathing, 
especially after an oil bath. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from the estate of S Natarajan 

4 

 

Cosmetic Box of Basant Kaur 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
This cosmetic box belonged to Basant Kaur, a member of 
the Sikh community. Born in Ludhiana, Punjab, she migrated 
to Malaya in 1930 to join her husband, who served in the 
Police Force. The box is particularly striking for its engraved 
map, depicting parts of Malaya and Singapore, along with 
the Malayan tiger, the national animal of Malaysia. While 
little is known about the object or its owner, it was likely 

14 
 



A Heritage Institution of 
​  
 
 
 
 

produced in colonial Malaya in the 20th century as a 
souvenir item. The box offers a unique glimpse into the 
complex migration history of the community - migrants did 
not always travel directly from South Asia to Singapore; 
some, like Basant Kaur, first settled in other parts of 
Southeast Asia, such as Malaya. It also provides insight into 
the personal items owned and used by early migrants.   
 
On loan from Mr Sarjit Singh s/o Naranjan Singh 

Gallery 3 – Pioneers: Early Indians in Singapore and Malaya 
19th to mid-20th centuries 

 
Stories of pioneers like Navroji R. Mistri, godfather of the poor, and William Lawrence Soma Basapa 
who started Singapore’s 1st zoo, grace the walls of our 3rd gallery where we highlight the lives and 
outstanding contributions of some of our early settlers. It is also here that we showcase the roles of 
pioneering institutions such as Tamil schools, media organisations, religious monuments and social 
organisations.  
 
Our community mural, a labour of love by artist Navin Rawanchaikul, is another highlight in this gallery. 
The billboard-style panorama features the faces of Little India’s community stalwarts and long-standing 
Indian businesses against the backdrop of the precinct’s architectural icons.  

5 

 

Pair of Sikh Guard Statues from the Bukit Brown 
Municipal Cemetery 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
Opened on 1 January 1922, the Bukit Brown Municipal 
Cemetery was established to meet the burial needs of 
Singapore’s Chinese community. A symbol of pan-Chinese 
identity, the cemetery was the final resting place for people 
of diverse origins, including Hokkien, Teochew, Cantonese, 
Hakka and Hainanese, who were laid to rest side by side. 
The cemetery remained in use until its closure in 1973.  
Among the various protective figures found within the 
cemetery, such as door gods, lions and animals, is a pair of 
Sikh guard statues. The presence of these Sikh figures in a 
Chinese cemetery highlights Singapore’s cosmopolitan and 
multicultural heritage, while reflecting the Sikh community’s 
role in law and order during colonial times. Sikhs served in 
the Sikh Police Contingent and as dock police and jagas 
(watchmen) throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. 
 
This artefact was formerly displayed at IHC’s Sikhs in 
Singapore: A Story Untold special exhibition and is 
displayed for the first time at the Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Dr Peck Thian Guan 
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Portrait of Mirza Mohamed Ali Namazie 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
Mirza Mohamed Ali Namazie was a prominent 
philanthropist, businessman and community leader in early 
20th-century Singapore. He commissioned and financed the 
construction of Namazie Mansions and the Capitol Theatre, 
Singapore’s first air-conditioned cinema. Following World 
War II, both Namazie Mansions and Capitol Theatre were 
sold to the Shaw Organisation and eventually acquired by 
the Singapore government in the 1980s. The Capitol 
Theatre was reopened in 2015, while the Capitol Kempinski 
Hotel Singapore opened in 2018 on the site of the former 
Namazie Mansions.  Beyond his business ventures, 
Namazie was well known for his philanthropy, contributing 
generously to education, healthcare and religious causes. 
He funded scholarships and supported the establishment of 
the Sultan Mosque. In recognition of his contributions, the 
Mohamed Ali Lane in Singapore was named after him. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mr Mirza Abdul Karim Namazie 

7 

 

 

Portrait and Congratulatory Scroll of B Govindasamy 
Chettiar 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
B Govindasamy Chettiar was a key pioneer in Singapore’s 
Tamil community. He was the proprietor of the Indian Labour 
Company, which supplied dockworkers, dockyard workers 
and wharf labourers to the Singapore Harbour Board. Well 
known for his generosity, he earned the moniker Kottai 
Govindasamy for distributing free meals at his kottai (shed) 
to port workers and community members. On 5 July 1938, 
Singapore’s Tamil community presented him with a scroll to 
congratulate him on his appointment as Justice of the 
Peace. A philanthropist, Govindasamy contributed 
generously to charities and temple funds, playing a key role 
in refurbishing the Sri Mariamman Temple in the early 20th 
century. He also managed the administration of the Sri 
Vadabathira Kaliamman Temple in the 1930s and 40s, 
before it was handed over to his son-in-law, S Lakshmana 
Perumal, following his death in 1948. 
 
The portrait of B Govindasamy Chettiar was formerly 
displayed at IHC’s From the Coromandel Coast to the 
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Straits: Revisiting our Tamil Heritage special exhibition. Both 
artefacts are displayed for the first time at the Permanent 
Galleries. 
 
On loan from Ms S L Mythili Perumal 

8 

 

Letter of Commendation from Mr S Rajaratnam to M V 
Gurusamy 
20th century 
Singapore 
 
M V Gurusamy was an accomplished percussionist, 
percussion teacher and mridangam artiste in Singapore. He 
received several prestigious accolades for his talents and 
contributions to the Indian classical music scene, including 
the Kala Ratna award from the Singapore Indian Fine Arts 
Society (SIFAS) in 1986. This letter of commendation, 
written by Singapore’s first Minister for Foreign Affairs, S 
Rajaratnam, during his tenure from 1965 to 1980, honours 
Gurusamy’s significant contributions to the performing arts, 
as well as the radio and television industry in Singapore and 
Malaysia. Mr Rajaratnam reflected on the importance of 
preserving cultural traditions within migrant communities and 
praised Gurusamy’s efforts in sustaining the musical 
heritage of the Indian and Ceylonese communities. The 
letter was presented to Gurusamy upon his retirement, 
which was marked by a ponnadai (shawl of honour) 
presentation by music enthusiasts in Negeri Sembilan. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Ms Shashikala Samugan Nathan and Mrs 
Chandrakala Kunaseelan 

9 

 

Photograph of players from a cricket match between the 
Ceylon Sports Club and Tamilian Physical Culture 
Association 
1934 
Singapore 
 
The Ceylon Sports Club was established in 1928, 
reconstituted from the Lanka Union, which was founded in 
1920 by a group of students from Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) 
studying at the King Edward VII College of Medicine in 
Singapore. These students recognised the need for a united 
Ceylonese body to promote sports, particularly cricket and 
soccer. From its inception, the club welcomed all Ceylonese 
communities, including Burghers, Sinhalese, Tamils and 
Moors. The Ceylon Sports Club is one of the earliest ethnic 
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sports clubs formed by Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 
communities and played a vital role in developing sports in 
Singapore since colonial times. The club has produced 
many outstanding sports teams and several cricket and 
hockey players who gained repute in Malaya and Singapore. 
This photograph captures players who participated in a 
cricket match between the Ceylon Sports Club and Tamilian 
Physical Culture Association in 1934. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Ceylon Sports Club 

10 

 

Photograph of students and teachers of the 
Vivekananda Boys’ School and Sardamani Girls' School 
at the Ramakrishna Mission Singapore 
Early 20th century 
Singapore 
 
The Ramakrishna Mission in Singapore traces its origins to 
India, where it was founded in 1897 by Swami Vivekananda 
in memory of his guru, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. 
Devotees of Swami Vivekananda formed the Singapore 
branch on 7 August 1928, with the objective to promote 
education, culture and social service. Its first premises was 
located at Norris Road in 1932. In the same year, the 
Mission founded the Vivekananda Boys’ School and later 
established the Sardamani Girls’ School in 1937. Both 
schools merged in the 1950s to form the Kalaimagal Tamil 
School. In the 1940s, the Mission inaugurated its Bartley 
Road centre, which became a key hub for its spiritual, 
educational and welfare activities. During the Japanese 
Occupation, it also opened a Boys' Home in 1943. Today, 
the Ramakrishna Mission continues to serve the community, 
carrying forward its vision of education, service and interfaith 
understanding. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Professor A Mani and Mr Balathandautham Tam  

11 

 

Photograph of members of the All Malaya Tamils 
Association 
1940s 
Singapore 
 
The All Malaya Tamils Association was founded following 
Thamizhavel G Sarangapany’s proposal to the Tamils 
Reform Association in February 1941. Its primary goal was 
to serve as the main representative body for Tamils across 
Singapore and Malaya, uniting the community and 
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advancing its social and cultural standing by promoting and 
protecting the social, political and economic interests of 
Tamils in the region. The inaugural conference took place at 
the bungalow of O Ramasamy Nadar, a prominent ‘toddy 
king’ and contractor, in April 1941. The association was 
officially launched in July 1941, with Nadar serving as its first 
president. For its premises, Nadar donated a shophouse 
valued at over $10,000 to the Tamils Reform Association 
and committed funds for its renovation. However, the 
outbreak of World War II disrupted these plans, and Nadar 
eventually relocated permanently to India, leading to the 
association's eventual dissolution. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Ms S L Mythili Perumal 

12 

 

Photograph of members of the Tamil Brotherhood 
Association 
30 June 1946 
Singapore 
 
The Tamil Brotherhood Association was established in 1935, 
originally as the Tamil Brotherhood Party. Like the Ceylon 
Sports Club, it stands as one of the earliest ethnic sports 
clubs formed by Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 
communities, specifically serving the Tamil community. The 
club initially focused on organising football games for Tamil 
youth to nurture football talent within the community. It was 
first located in a garage along Rangoon Road, with its 
members practicing at the Farrer Park race grounds, often 
without a coach or proper football shoes. After World War II, 
the club was renamed and moved its office to the Farrer 
Park Sports Complex. It later expanded its activities to 
include rugby, hockey and badminton. The club produced 
several notable athletes, including N Ganesan, former 
Chairman of the Football Association of Singapore and 
football icon, known for introducing the famous “Kallang 
Roar.” 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Ms S L Mythili Perumal 
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13 

 

Rulebook of the Singapore Ceylon Tamils’ Association 
1969 
Singapore 
 
This rulebook, published by the Singapore Ceylon Tamils 
Association in 1969, outlines the rules and by-laws of the 
association. Established in 1909 by over 300 Ceylonese 
Tamils residing in Singapore, the association is also the 
custodian of the Sri Senpaga Vinayagar Temple, founded in 
the 1850s, where many Ceylonese Tamils gather for 
religious festivals and community weddings. Over the years, 
the association has evolved into a vibrant organisation that 
promotes culture, education and community life. It nurtures 
cultural traditions through its Music and Dance Academy, 
which offers lessons in Carnatic music, Bharatanatyam and 
classical instruments to the wider community. While deeply 
rooted in the Ceylonese Tamil community, the association is 
a secular body that connects Singaporeans from all races, 
religions and occupations through its various activities and 
cultural events. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from National Library, Singapore 
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First Part of the Anglo-Tamil Self Reader used by the 
Cross Street Government Tamil School 
1889 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Singapore 
 
This is the first part of the Anglo-Tamil Self Reader, used by 
the Tamil branch of the Cross Street Government School, 
which provided instruction in Tamil language and literacy. 
Authored in 1889 by S Moodookrishnia who is believed to 
have served as the school’s only Tamil master, this bilingual 
reader was written in both English and Tamil. It served as a 
practical tool that allowed students to learn English 
independently, without requiring teacher assistance. It was 
printed during a time of growing demand for 
English-educated clerks and Tamil interpreters in 
19th-century Singapore, when Anglo-Tamil schools were 
established to teach English through the Tamil medium. 
Early Tamil education in the Straits Settlements - including 
Singapore, Malacca (Melaka) and Penang, relied on such 
dictionaries, readers and grammar guides. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from National Library, Singapore 
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Gallery 4 – Social and Political Awakening of Indians in Singapore and Malaya 
Mid-20th century 

 
Mounting anti-colonial sentiments gave rise to nationalist movements which enveloped much of India 
and rippled through Singapore and Malaya. Our 4th gallery examines the effects of these stirrings and 
everyday lives and experiences of ordinary civilians during the Japanese Occupation 
 
We go on to discuss the aftermath of World War II on the Indian and South Asian communities in 
Singapore and how it culminated in the emergence of social reform movements led by key community 
leaders such as Thamizhavel G. Sarangapany. 
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Photograph of James Joseph Puthucheary in the INA 
uniform 
1940s 
Malaya/Burma  
 
This photograph shows a 19-year-old James Joseph 
Puthucheary, who joined the Indian National Army (INA), 
inspired by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and anti-colonial 
ideals. He held the rank of Lieutenant and became part of 
the Azad Brigade in Burma. In June 1944, he fought at the 
Battle of Imphal, where more than 13,000 soldiers perished - 
James was the sole survivor of his platoon. In the aftermath, 
he endured hunger, isolation and constant danger along the 
Irrawaddy River, surviving at times by fishing with grenades. 
Following the INA’s surrender in 1945, James evaded 
capture by hiding in the Burmese countryside before later 
assisting in relief and welfare efforts in Rangoon and 
Calcutta. His INA experience marked him as a survivor of 
one of World War II’s most brutal campaigns. 
 
This artefact was formerly displayed at IHC’s Ente Veedu, 
My Home: Malayalees in Singapore special exhibition, and 
is displayed for the first time at the Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mr S R Nathan 
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Photograph of Poowathingal Konnu Appu with fellow 
INA Soldiers who journeyed on foot from Kerala to 
Singapore 
1940s 
Singapore 
 
This photograph shows P K Appu with fellow soldiers of the 
Indian National Army (INA). Not all who joined the INA 
travelled by ship - Appu, originally from Ottapalam in Kerala, 
journeyed overland through Burma to Singapore in the 
1940s with his friends. Serving in the INA’s communications 
unit in India, he was determined to support Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s cause and endured an arduous journey to 
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Singapore on foot. Deeply committed to both the struggle for 
freedom and the promise of Singapore, Appu chose to settle 
here permanently, raising his family and returning to Kerala 
only briefly later in life. 
 
This artefact was formerly displayed at IHC’s Ente Veedu, 
My Home: Malayalees in Singapore special exhibition, and 
is displayed for the first time at the Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Dr A Saravana Pillai and Mrs Jaya d/o 
Poowathingal Konnu Appu 
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Photograph of S Natarajan in the INA uniform 
1940s 
Burma 
 
S Natarajan was a founding member of the Singapore Indian 
Fine Arts Society (SIFAS), president of the Singapore Indian 
Association and the first Chairman of the Hindu 
Endowments Board (HEB) in the 20th century. This 
photograph depicts his time with the Indian National Army 
(INA). Inspired by the stirring oratory of Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Natarajan joined the INA and moved to Burma with 
fellow recruits. Unlike many who saw combat, Natarajan 
served in vital support roles as a storekeeper and relief 
cook, sustaining his comrades through the hardships of 
camp life during the struggle. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from the estate of S Natarajan 
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Japanese-Tamil Dictionary 
2602 (1942) 
Ipoh, Malaya 
 
Printed in Ipoh during the Japanese Occupation, this 
47-page Japanese-Tamil dictionary was produced to help 
the Tamil community in Malaya and Singapore learn 
Japanese. It contains everyday vocabulary such as 
numbers, animals and the days and months, with each entry 
listing the Japanese word alongside its Tamil equivalent and 
phonetic pronunciation, enabling Tamil speakers with little or 
no formal education in Japanese to read, speak and 
understand basic phrases. The publication reflects the 
Japanese Military Administration’s Nipponisation policy, 
which made Japanese compulsory in schools. During the 
occupation, education largely came to a standstill - schools 
were destroyed or repurposed for military use, and teachers 
were dismissed if they could not adapt. This dictionary 
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illustrates both the imposition of language policies and 
broader disruption of education and community life in 
Malaya and Singapore under Japanese rule. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from National Library, Singapore 
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Congratulatory Plaque presented by the Nattukottai 
Chettiar community for the wedding of S Lakshmana 
Perumal and Komalammal 
2603 (1943) 
Singapore 
 
This plaque was presented by the Nattukottai Chettiar 
community in Singapore to S Lakshmana Perumal and 
Komalammal to congratulate them on their wedding, which 
took place in 2603 (1943) during the Japanese Occupation. 
Among the guests at their wedding was Rash Behari Bose, 
a prominent Indian freedom fighter. It is a rare object that 
offers valuable insight into the everyday lives of ordinary 
civilians within Singapore’s Indian and South Asian 
communities during the World War II era, including weddings 
in Syonan Singapore. The plaque also highlights the strong 
networks and ties within the community, which helped 
individuals navigate the challenges of that period. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Ms S L Mythili Perumal 
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Set of Identification Documents issued to Shiraz s/o 
Mohd Ali during the Japanese Occupation of Singapore 
1940s 
Singapore 
 
This set of identification documents, issued by both the 
Indian Independence League and Japanese authorities to 
Shiraz s/o Mohd Ali, offers valuable insight into the lives and 
contributions of ordinary civilians during the Japanese 
Occupation. As a member of the Indian Independence 
League, Shiraz was issued a membership card from the 
Penang Branch, bearing the signature of K P K Menon, the 
league’s president at the time. The set also includes a 
registration card issued by the Japanese authorities, 
alongside a service booklet detailing Shiraz's role as a 
stretcher bearer with the Medical Auxiliary Service's 33rd 
Civil (Air) Defence Station at Orchard Road. During the 
Japanese occupation of Singapore, the Medical Auxiliary 
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 Service played a vital role as a civilian volunteer 
organisation, providing first aid and medical support to the 
community. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from Mr Asad Shiraz 
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Draft Bill of the Hindu Marriage Registration Ordinance 
prepared by the Tamils Reform Association 
1956 
Singapore 
 
This draft bill of the Hindu Marriage Registration Ordinance, 
prepared by the Tamils Reform Association in 1956, was 
designed to address the legal recognition of Hindu 
marriages in Singapore. The bill drew from the Registration 
of Marriages Ordinance in the Federation of Malaya and 
Civil Marriage Ordinance in the Colony of Singapore. Its 
primary aim was to make the registration of marriages 
compulsory, ensuring proof of marriage in cases of disputes 
over maintenance or inheritance. The Tamils Reform 
Association sought to meet the needs of the community by 
addressing all sections of the Hindu population. The bill 
applied not only to marriages solemnised within the Colony 
but also to Hindu marriages conducted abroad prior to 
migration. Notably, it also validated marriages between 
Hindus and non-Hindus, acknowledging the growing trend of 
intermarriage and the promotion of a “Malayan race.” 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mrs Malai Arasi d/o Srinivasan and Mr V 
Kalaichelvam 
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Trophy presented for a Badminton Singles Competition 
held during the Thamizhar Thirunaal (Tamils Festival) 
Celebrations 
Late 20th century 
Singapore 
 
Thamizhar Thirunaal (Tamils Festival) was founded in 1952 
in Singapore by the Tamils Representative Council, under 
the leadership of Thamizhavel G Sarangapany. It was the 
first and only secular festival within Singapore’s Indian 
community, established against the backdrop of the 
Singapore and Malayan governments' emphasis on building 
a Malayan nation and shared identity. Thamizhar Thirunaal 
aimed to unite Tamils across caste, class and religious 
divides, while encouraging them to embrace Malaya as their 
homeland and actively participate as citizens. The festival 
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was traditionally held on the first day of the Tamil month of 
Thai, coinciding with Thai Pongal celebrations. It featured a 
variety of activities to promote the Tamil language and 
culture, including song, dance and theatre performances, as 
well as sporting events, oratorical contests, essay-writing 
competitions and beauty pageants. This trophy was 
awarded for one such Badminton Singles competition held 
during the Thamizhar Thirunaal celebrations. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 

Gallery 5 – Making of the Nation: Contributions of Indians in Singapore 
Late 1950s – Present 

 
The final gallery pays homage to the scores of movers and shakers in the Indian community who have 
contributed to the multicultural and meritocratic fabric of our society as well as nation-building efforts in 
myriad ways across diverse fields and occupations.  
 
Join us as we look back at our recent history with an eye on the future. 
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Singapore Bicentennial Twenty Dollar Commemorative 
Note featuring P Govindasamy Pillai 
2019 
Singapore 
 
In 2019, the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) 
launched a $20 commemorative note to mark Singapore’s 
Bicentennial. The note celebrates Singapore’s journey to 
nationhood and honours the pioneers who laid the 
foundation for modern Singapore. The front of the note 
features a portrait of Mr Yusof Ishak, Singapore’s first 
President, alongside two national monuments that witnessed 
key events in the nation’s history: the Supreme Court and 
City Hall (present-day National Gallery). The back of the 
note depicts eight pioneers from different communities who 
made significant contributions to nation-building, set against 
the backdrop of the old Singapore River. Among them is P 
Govindasamy Pillai, a Tamil businessman, philanthropist and 
leader within Singapore’s Indian community.   
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mr Muthusamy Silvarajoo 
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Copper Artwork and Teaching Tools made by Nellachi 
Pillay for visually impaired children 
20th century 
Singapore 
 
Nellachi Pillay, a member of Singapore’s Chetti Melaka 
(Peranakan Indian) community, dedicated her life to the 
education of the visually impaired. She began her teaching 
career at the School for the Blind in 1958 and served as the 
principal of the School for the Visually Handicapped from 
1960 to 1967. From 1968 to 1993, she was a specialist 
teacher at Ahmad Ibrahim Secondary School and 
volunteered with the Social and Community Services at the 
Diversional Therapy Unit of Tan Tock Seng Hospital until 
2014. Nellachi created specialised teaching instruments for 
visually impaired children, including this copper artwork and 
pair of teaching tools. The copper artwork was the final 
piece she created with copper engraving to enable visually 
impaired learners to experience it through touch. These 
objects reflect both Nellachi’s artistry and lifelong 
commitment to making art and education accessible to all. 
 
These artefacts were formerly displayed at IHC’s Chetti 
Melaka of the Straits: Rediscovering Peranakan Indian 
Communities special exhibition and are being displayed for 
the first time at the Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mrs Nellachi Pillay and Mr David Row 
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Photograph of Singapore’s First Head of Navy, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jaswant Singh Gill 
1960s - 1970s 
Singapore 
 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jaswant Singh Gill was Singapore’s first 
head of the navy, who contributed significantly to the 
nation’s defence sector. Gill’s military career began during 
the Konfrontasi (1963 - 1966), when he fought to defend 
Singapore. Upon the withdrawal of British military troops in 
1967, he was appointed Commander of the Singapore Naval 
Volunteer Force and became the first to hoist Singapore’s 
white naval ensign, marking the birth of the Republic of 
Singapore Navy. He later served as the Commanding Officer 
of Pulau Blakang Mati Camp, headed the Singapore Armed 
Forces (SAF) training department and commanded Tengah 
and Changi Air Bases. Gill retired in 1972 with the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel. He also served the Sikh community as 
the founding member and president of the Singapore Khalsa 
Association for many years and volunteered as Principal of 
Khalsa Punjabi School at the Khalsa Dharmak Sabha. 

26 
 



A Heritage Institution of 
​  
 
 
 
 

 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of the family of Jaswant Singh Gill 
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Running Singlet, Pair of Onitsuka Tiger Shoes and Best 
Sportswoman Award of K Jayamani 
1977 - 1980 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Singapore 
 
K Jayamani is Singapore’s first female marathon gold 
medallist. She began as a race walker at the age of 12 but 
later transitioned to middle and long-distance running under 
the guidance of her coach, Maurice Nicholas. Jayamani 
wore the running singlet and Onitsuka Tiger shoes during 
her breakthrough at the 1977 Southeast Asian Peninsular 
(SEAP) Games in Kuala Lumpur, where she won her first 
two gold medals in the 1500m and 3000m races. She 
repeated her gold medal victories in the same events at the 
1979 SEA Games in Jakarta. In 1982, Jayamani set new 
national records in those events, cementing her nickname 
as “Queen of the Track.” The Best Sportswoman Award was 
presented to her by the Singapore National Olympic Council 
in 1980, a title she first won in 1977. Jayamani capped her 
illustrious career with a final gold medal in the inaugural 
women’s marathon at the 1983 SEA Games. 
 
These artefacts were formerly displayed at IHC’s Permanent 
Galleries upon IHC’s opening in 2015 and are brought out 
for display again this year. 
 
On loan from Ms K Jayamani 
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Horse Racing Trophy presented by the Singapore Turf 
Club to Mirza Ghulam Hussain Namazie 
1956 
Singapore 
 
Mirza Ghulam Hussein (M G H) Namazie was the son of 
Mirza Mohamed Ali Namazie, a prominent philanthropist, 
businessman and community leader in early 20th-century 
Singapore. M G H Namazie was an avid equestrian and 
actively involved with the Singapore Turf Club. Originally 
begun as the Singapore Sporting Club in 1842, the 
Singapore Turf Club is the oldest and only horse-racing club 
in Singapore. The Namazie family’s horses frequently 
participated in races organised by the club in the 20th 
century. This trophy was presented to M G H Namazie in 
1956 after one of the family’s horses secured a race victory, 
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illustrating the Namazie family’s long-standing association 
with the Singapore Turf Club and the nation’s sporting and 
social scene. 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
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Front Pleats of a Bharatanatyam Costume and Platter 
belonging to Rathi Karthigesu 
20th century 
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 
Rathi Karthigesu was a pioneering figure in the development 
of the Indian fine arts scene in Singapore, serving as the 
Vice President of the Singapore Indian Fine Arts Society 
(SIFAS). A veteran artist, she studied various traditional 
Indian art forms, particularly the bharatanatyam and 
kuchipudi dance styles. Sheperformed not only in Singapore 
but also in many countries around the world. Rathi was one 
of the few women to establish herself as a professional artist 
in the bharatanatyam scene in the early days. She continued 
to dance after marriage, becoming an icon for many Indian 
women in Singapore. The front pleats are part of one of the 
Bharatanatyam costumes Rathi wore during her 
performances, whilethe platter was presented to her by the 
Sri Sarada Sangha in Kuala Lumpur on 23 March 1969. 
 
These artefacts are displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mrs Rathi Karthigesu 
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Head Ornament and Pair of Earrings belonging to K P 
Bhaskar 
20th century 
Singapore 
 
K P Bhaskar was the founder of Bhaskar’s Academy of 
Dance in 1952, now known as Bhaskar’s Arts Academy, 
dedicated to nurturing Indian classical dance, music and 
theatre in Singapore. Born in Kerala, Bhaskar trained in 
Kathakali at the Royal Dance School of Travancore and 
studied multiple dance forms, including Manipuri, Kathak, 
ballet and Kandyan dance. He led the academy alongside 
his wife, Santha Bhaskar, a pioneering dancer trained in 
Bharatanatyam, Mohiniyattam, Kathakali and Odissi, who 
also earned a Diploma in Karnatic music. In the 1960s and 
70s, Bhaskar also led the Singapore Kathakali Yogam, 
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founded to practice and teach Kathakali. The head ornament 
and earrings he wore during his performances are a 
testament to his enduring legacy. In recognition of his 
significant contributions to Singapore’s arts scene, Bhaskar 
was honoured with prestigious awards, including the Pingat 
Jasa Gemilang (1962). 
 
These artefacts were formerly displayed at IHC’s Ente 
Veedu, My Home: Malayalees in Singapore special 
exhibition, and are being displayed for the first time at the 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
On loan from the Bhaskar family 
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Tamil Murasu National Day Supplement featuring poems 
by Tamil Writers on Singapore 
9 August 1978 
Singapore 
 
This is the National Day Supplement published by Tamil 
Murasu on 9 August 1978, featuring a collection of poems 
written by local Tamil writers in Singapore. Tamil Murasu, the 
longest running Tamil newspaper in Singapore, has played a 
crucial role in providing a platform for creative expression, 
encouraging new talent and fostering literary appreciation 
through sections dedicated to short stories, poems and 
serials. Among the featured poems are ‘Andrum Indrum’ 
(Then and Now) by P. R. S., ‘Valarum Singai’ (Growing 
Singapore) by S M Farook, and ‘Panivanbu Kondu 
Vaazhvire’ (Living with Courtesy) by Muthumanickam. These 
poems reflect on Singapore's growth over the years and 
celebrate the nation’s place as home to multiracial 
communities. They also emphasise the importance of living 
with courtesy, echoing the sentiments of the Singapore 
Courtesy Campaign, launched in 1979 by then-Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
 
This artefact is displayed for the first time at IHC’s 
Permanent Galleries. 
 
Collection of Indian Heritage Centre 
Gift of Mrs Malai Arasi d/o Srinivasan and Mr V 
Kalaichelvam 
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