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To : 

National Heritage Board Singapore 

National Heritage Board 

61 Stamford Road 

#03-08 Stamford Court 

Singapore 178892 

From : 

Dick Yip and his Minstrels@the Serangoon 

Serangoon Community Club 

10 Serangoon North Avenue2 

Singapore 555877 

26 November 2018 

Our objective: In strong support that the “Hawker Culture in Singapore” be added to 

 the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Dear National Heritage Board of Singapore, 

Dick Yip and his Minstrels is a ukulele interest group serving with the Active Ageing 

Committee, Serangoon Community Club/People’s Association. It was initiated in 2008 by Dick 

Yip with a Vision of ‘A Happy Senior’ and a Mission to ‘enable a Senior to befriend the humble 

ukulele as a constant companion’.  The group has 50 members made up of seniors, cancer 

survivors and cancer patients. Hawker Centres which are the associated spaces of Hawker 

Culture in Singapore, are very much part of our lives – from those growing years to now our 

glowing years! 

A key objective of the group is to raise the self-worth of the members through music and 

performances. Some highlights of the group’s achievements are: 

 Dick Yip broke the solo-ukulele world record (25 hours) and set a new record of

32 hours from 31 July – 1 August 2015 as a gift to Singapore on her 50th

birthday. This was affirmed by the Singapore Book of Records

 Leader: Set a record of Longest Ukulele Concert - 32-hours.

He inspired his Minstrels to set a world record of the longest Ukulele concert – 32

hours from 31 July – 1 August 2015, as a gift to Singapore on her 50th birthday.

This was affirmed by the Singapore Book of Records

 Organised the Pesta Ukulele 2016 - a ukulele performance for friends and loved

ones of the Minstrels. In their appreciation, ‘love gifts’ for PERTAPIS were given

(we collected $7,000).

Seniors who participated felt a deep sense of joy and fulfilment.

Another concert with the same objective has been scheduled on Wednesday, 26

December 2018 at the Serangoon CC.
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 Organises regular picnic jams and performances at various Hawker Centres to

add vibrance and promote healthy living. Some highlights are

o La Teh La Kopi - 11 August 2016 from 3 - 4 pm at 115 Bukit Merah View

Market and Food Centre
o Christmas in the Neighbourhood (1) - 23 December 2017 - breakfast at

Serangoon Gardens Hawker Centre - 8 - 9 am - to bring the spirit of

Christmas to the diners

o Christmas in the Neighbourhood (2) - 23 December 2017 - breakfast at the

market place - Serangoon North Plaza - 9.30 - 10.30 am

o Beachfront East Coast Lagoon Food Village on 22 August 2018 from 3 pm –

7 pm

o Christmas with Dick Yip and his Minstrels at Kampong Admiralty Hawker

Centre on 21 Dec 2018 from 5-8 pm

Hawker Centres are meeting points for ALL people in Singapore, irrespective of social 

status, age, race or religion. They are our melting pots of different cultures. Hawker Culture in 

Singapore is an integral part of our way of life, where people from all walks of life gather to dine 

and bond over their favourite hawker food, which are prepared by hawkers from stalls selling 

Chinese, Malay, Indian and many other diverse types of dishes – prepared by local hawkers 

with years of experience. Many of these dishes originated from the food cultures of different 

immigrant groups who settled in Singapore. Over time, they have evolved to be the distinctive 

local dishes that we love, and form an important part of our food heritage. This is our PRIDE 

and JOY. 

Many of our working adults will head straight to the Hawker Centres for a satisfying 

lunch with colleagues or to meet friends. Most often treating themselves to delightful local 

desserts and take-away snacks. Our young students enjoy a balanced and healthy lunch at the 

Hawker Centres too, as many of their families have working mothers who will not be able to 

cook. Families gather for dinner too before heading for home as our hawker food is as good as 

home-cooked meals. Our Hawker Centres offer warm and affectionate venues for meeting up 

with friends and the retirees will certainly affirm this! Our Hawker Culture and the Hawker 

Centres are our priceless assets of culture heritage where learning, sharing and appreciation of 

one another’s culture from different ethnic groups takes place naturally. 

For these reasons, we strongly support that the “Hawker Culture in Singapore” be added 

to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.     

On behalf of Dick Yip and his Minstrels, thank you 

Daisie Yip 

Administration Manager 
Dick Yip and his Minstrels 
c/o 25 Simon Place 

 Singapore545965 

email: daisiechyip@gmail.com 
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INTER-RELIGIOUS ORGANISATION, SINGAPORE 
(ROS 0176/1949 REL) 

 
7 Maxwell Road, #05-02 MND Building, Annex B Complex, Singapore 069111 

Tel: (65) 6221 9858 Fax: (65) 6221 9212 
Website: www.iro.sg Email: contact@iro.sg 

 
HINDU    JEWISH  ZOROASTRIAN    BUDDHIST    TAOIST    JAIN    CHRISTIAN    ISLAM    SIKH    BAHA’I 

 
 
National Heritage Board    
61 Stamford Road 
#03-08 Stamford Court  
Singapore 178892 
 
 
19 March 2019 
 
Dear National Heritage Board  
 
SUPPORT FOR UNESCO HAWKER CULTURE NOMINATION 
 
Inter-religious harmony is the bedrock of Singapore’s success which has facilitated economic            
and social stability. Singapore is an inclusive nation ranked as the most religiously diverse              
country in the world. To achieve such existential status, our government, NGOs and community              
leaders have continued to take conscientious efforts to promote the harmonious living.  
 
The Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore (IRO) has been actively building friendship and trust            
between Singapore’s diversity of religions. Through the fellowship of religious leaders since its             
founding 70 years ago in 1949, IRO has spearheaded peaceful interfaith relations to help bring               
about religious harmony in Singapore. Thus the IRO, a non-government organisation, has had             
significant impact on the development of multi-religious Singapore.  
 
Nothing brings people together like food does. The IRO’s interfaith gatherings are unique as they               
respectfully cater for dietary concerns of members from the major religions in Singapore;             
Hinduism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Taoism, Jainism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism and          
Baha’i Faith.  
 
The IRO encourages the act of eating together despite the dietary differences. For this reason,               
we see the hawker centres as a common place for Singaporeans to have their meals together.                
People of all races and religions have a convenient access to the food they like, while also                 
maintaining their religious principles. It also provides them an opportunity to understand each             
other better thereby strengthening religious harmony in Singapore. 
 
For this reason, the members of IRO consider it important and strongly support the nomination of                
hawker culture to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ben J Benjamin 
President 
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Pint of Science Singapore 

8A Biomedical Grove 

138648 Singapore 

 

 

Object: Nomination of Hawker Culture to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

 

Dear Ministry, 

 

Pint of Science is a global non-profit campaign that seeks to bring science to the masses. The 

event seeks to provide a relaxed and casual atmosphere for scientists and the public to interact 

with each other through short talks and question-and-answer sessions. Scientists are 

commonly portrayed as unapproachable and detached from real-world concerns in popular 

media. Our campaign seeks to break down these stereotypes and misconceptions, in order to 

bridge this communication gap, and to share the wonder of science with the general public. 

We believe that our efforts will help to enhance support for scientific activities at the grassroots 

level, and inspire future generations of scientists. 

 

Pint of Science originated in the United Kingdom in 2012. Its importance is underscored by 

the fact that the movement has expanded considerably within a short period of time. By 2018, 

it reached over 21 countries and spanned several continents, including Asia, Europe, and 

Australia.  

 

This year, Pint of Science landed on the shores of Singapore. In the tradition of Pint of Science, 

most of our events were organised in pubs or bars. However, we wished to infuse the festival 

with local flavour to enhance its appeal to the general public, and few things are as 

Singaporean as the Hawker Centres. 

 

A melting pot of the cuisines of Singapore’s major ethnic groups, infused with both tradition 

and dynamism. The Hawker Centre is much more than simply a place to eat - it also functions 

as a social leveller, where people from all walks of life and socioeconomic statuses congregate 

under the name of good food, but also discover other cultures and meet new people along the 

way.  

 

Our first edition of Pint of Science included a unique series of events at the Tiong Bahru 

Hawker Centre. By deciding to include this venue, our festival managed to reach the heartland 

of Singapore, which encompasses a much more varied demographic, such as young children 

and the elderly, who may not necessarily patronise pubs and bars. As such, the Hawker Centre 

afforded us an invaluable opportunity to reach the very people who might otherwise have been 

left out from our campaign. 

 

Our events at the Tiong Bahru Hawker Centre were very well received by the community. We 

organized events on 3 evenings which dealt with different scientific topics: 

 

Monday 14th May 2018, Little stories of mosquitoes: participants were invited to sit at a table 

with scientists to discuss about their research in tropical diseases. We also had a mosquitoes 

box for the greatest pleasure of the children; 
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Tuesday 15th May 2018, Bits and bites of the earth: an unique opportunity to learn about the 

fascinating phenomena behind our planet through interactive exhibition stands; 

 

Wednesday 16th May 2018, Children, gender norms and the future: brings a social issue and 

open the debate with the public. 

 

Our experience at Tiong Bahru Hawker Centre has reinforced our belief that the Hawker 

Centre is the place to be to encounter Singapore’s local culture and reach an unique mix of 

people. Therefore, we want to encourage every initiative that highlights the importance of 

hawker culture all around the world and perpetuate this culture to the next generation. 

 

For all these reasons, we strongly support the nomination of hawker culture to the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 

 

      Pint of Science Singapore 

        

The President: Angeline Rouers 

 

 

 

The Community Manager: Flora Teoh 

 

 

29/11/2018

29/11/2018
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Dated: December 10, 2018 

Ref: Nomination of Hawker Culture to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage 

Dear Ministry 

Our organisation, Indian Women’s Association, has members both Singaporean and 

Foreign with a common Indian heritage. We have several partnerships with local 

Community Centres and for the past 20 years, we have been an integral part of 

Singaporean life. 

While there are other multi-cultural countries in the world, Singapore is probably the 

smallest country with distinctly diverse cultural identities coexisting peacefully. 

Hawker culture is a representation of this distinctly diverse yet harmonious culture in 

Singapore and each stall in a hawker centre showcases the vendor’s immigrant cultural 

roots which have mingled with local culture to produce Singapore’s multicultural 

identity. 

We strongly support the safeguarding of Singapore’s shining example of social 

cohesion and hope that the nomination of Hawker Culture is successful. 

Regards 

Chandan Lehal 

 

President 

Indian Women’s Association 

P.O Box no. 472, Orchard Post Office, S912316

www.iwasingapore.org
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Singapore Kindness Movement – Student Reflections on Hawker Culture 

 

As part of the Singapore Kindness Movement (SKM)’s involvement in the nomination 

preparations for hawker culture, a contest to seek students’ reflections on hawker culture was 

launched through the SKM’s newsletters, Kindsville Times Junior, Kindsville Adventures and 

Kindsville: A-OK!. 

 

These newsletters are distributed to all primary schools in Singapore, and the activities were 
designed according to the age of the students. These were developed in partnership with the 
Character and Citizenship Education (CCE) Branch of the Ministry of Education. Kindsville 
Times Junior, Kindsville Adventures and Kindsville: A-OK! are designed for Primary 1-2, 
Primary 3-4 and Primary 5-6 levels respectively. Through fun activities, comics and stories, 
students learn about the importance of specific character values and positive attitudes towards 
school-life challenges.  
 
The contest was conducted from January to 15 February 2019, inviting students from primary 

schools across Singapore to contribute reflections on acts of kindness demonstrated at 

hawker centres. 

 

These are the number of students who participated across the three different age groups: 

 Primary 1-2 (ages 7-8): 83  

 Primary 3-4 (ages 9-10): 87  

 Primary 5-6 (ages 11-12): 273 

 

Appended below are samples of student submissions from the three different age groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singapore Kindness Movement 86



Level Contribution 

Primary 

1-2 
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Primary 

3-4 
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Primary 

5-6 
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11 January 2019 
 
Letter of Support: Nomination of Hawker Culture of Singapore to UNESCO Representative 

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Our non-profit association Slow Food (Singapore) is the only convivium in Singapore 
recognised by Slow Food International, which is based in Italy. While our parent association 
was established in 1989, the Singapore chapter has only just passed its fifth year, having 
been in existence since 2013. The Slow Food global movement now boasts 1,500 convivia in 
160 countries. 
 
In the last 30 years, Slow Food as a whole has expanded their food conservation efforts to 
embrace a more comprehensive approach that includes the people, culture, politics and the 
planet of food. Apart from the biennial Terra Madre Salone del Gusto which takes place in 
Bra, Italy, Slow Food International is also involved in food activism on the EU stage 
particularly.  
 
The Singapore chapter was created with the mission to promote and conserve the country’s 
food heritage through research and advocacy, partnerships, public outreach and events. The 
main recognition programme launched was Heritage Heroes, which awarded 
confectioneries and bakeries in the first year that are still hand-making traditional cakes, 
pastries and snacks (or kueh in the local vernacular). Two years later, Slow Food (Singapore) 
recognised heritage restaurants who have been in business for at least 30 years and are still 
serving traditional local cuisine. 
 
In 2015, Slow Food (Singapore) was invited by the Singapore Tourism Board to be a valued 
partner in the annual Singapore Food Festival, thus kickstarting what has become a yearly 
Kueh Appreciation Day affair. The aim of the event was purely one of raising awareness and 
education, promoting local kueh through the sale of traditionally made snacks by mostly 
family-owned and -run vendors, with hands-on kueh-making demonstration classes by 
experts.  
 
Slow Food (Singapore) is supporting Singapore’s nomination of hawker culture as the 
country’s Intangible Cultural Heritage not only because some of our Heritage Heroes are in 
hawker centres still while others did start in hawker centres before moving on to bigger, air-
conditioned premises, but also because hawker culture is part of Singapore’s food heritage. 
 
Hawker culture and Singapore have progressed together. As urban planning kicked into high 
gear and housing developments were built in the 1960s and 70s, hawker centres were part 
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of every housing estate. Our association’s executive committee is made of Generation X-ers 
who remember being able to have affordable food even as students on the way to school 
every morning at these hawker centres which have gradually improved – we certainly 
remembered when a hygiene rating system kickstarted, generating much debate among the 
populace! 
 
Hawker culture is more than just about hawker centres. Hawker culture embraces the social 
and economic well-being of Singapore. It is where entire families can go and have a meal 
together with everyone eating food from different stalls, be it Chinese, Malay, Indian or 
Hainanese-Western food! It’s a great place to meet up with neighbours, friends, colleagues. 
It’s even a place where you could make friends with your favourite hawkers and just order 
your usual with a nod of the head. 
 
Hawker culture is a fantastic social leveller in Singapore. From CEOs to blue-collar workers, 
everyone rubs shoulders and shares tables at hawker centres. Over the years, even certain 
social behaviours have developed and become part of Singapore’s hawker culture. Hawker 
culture has become so entwined with the story of Singapore that it is part of every 
Singaporean’s lived experience. 
  
To Slow Food (Singapore), hawker culture encompasses the heritage of local food. Most of 
the food have evolved to become Singaporean, whatever their origin. Some dishes may 
have been created as a result of the multicultural and remaining colonial influences in the 
past and have survived to its current form today. Hawker culture is a living tale of history – 
whether of the food, people or place – which takes place every time one steps into a 
hawker centre.  
 
As dining fads come and go, and we are exposed to ever more dazzling alternatives, it’s 
important to safeguard Singapore’s hawker culture for the future generations because it 
connects us to the past and enriches our present, it allows for people of all races to come 
together as it is affordable and accessible.  
 
We hope the nomination of hawker culture in Singapore as an Intangible Cultural Heritage 
will be successful as it is a well-loved and valuable part of the country’s identity and this 
recognition will go a long way toward the appreciation and survival of this heritage. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Anne Loh 
President 
Slow Food (Singapore) 
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1 December 2018 
 
National Heritage Board 
61 Stamford Road 
#03-08 Stamford Court 
Singapore 178892 
 
Attn:  Ms Felicia Toh  

Assistant Manager 
Heritage Research and Assessment 

 
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR NOMINATION OF HAWKER CULTURE TO THE 
UNESCO REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF HUMANITY 
 
 
The Birthday Collective is pleased to register our strong and enthusiastic 
support for the nomination of hawker culture to the UNESCO Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).  

 
The Collective was established in 2016, as a platform to gather narratives and 
stories about the challenges and opportunities facing Singapore after its first 50 
years as a nation. It is a community effort, non-partisan and inclusive in its 
approach. The Collective’s annual publication, “The Birthday Book”, is a 
collection of essays published around the time of Singapore’s National Day, 
focused on a theme pertinent to Singapore’s long term future. In 2018, “The 
Birthday Book – Junior” was initiated to feature the perspectives of younger 
Singaporeans aged 14 and under; this will also be an annual publication. In 
addition, the Collective organises an annual video competition, for those more 
inclined to capture their stories via audio-visual media.  

 
A key ongoing project for the Collective involves documenting two aspects of 
Singapore’s culture, which we consider a key part of the Singapore story which 
may not be preserved without intentional and deliberate steps. First, we are 
crowdsourcing community nominations of hawkers whose recipes and practices 
can be chronicled via smart glasses technology – bringing together heritage 
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and cutting-edge science to document our history in innovative ways. Second, 
we are developing an online dictionary of “hawker terms”, which will capture the 
multilingual and multicultural lexicon underpinning our hawker culture. These 
twin projects were initiated independently of the nomination of hawker culture 
to the UNESCO Representative List, and we have been very pleased to work 
with the National Heritage Board and its co-nominators to find mutual synergies 
in our projects. We hope that our community-driven efforts can complement 
those of the government to renew and rejuvenate Singapore’s hawker culture.  

 
We look forward to a positive outcome from the nomination process. In addition 
to community efforts like ours, a successful UNESCO nomination will be 
invaluable in recognising the role and value of hawker culture in Singapore and 
globally, and critical in ensuring that successive generations of Singaporeans 
and tourists will be able to enjoy this unique phenomenon.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
Cherie Lim-Tseng 
Director, The Birthday Collective  
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