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Docent, Mandarin Guide
(Translated from Chinese)

Serendipity connected my parents with porcelain and brought our whole
family from our native Shanghai to Jingdezhen. There they devoted their
best years to the art of porcelain, and | grew up in an environment where
people made and traded porcelain. This daily immersion gave me the
chance to appreciate the beauty of porcelain early on. While | have seen
enough true masters to know | lack the aptitude of a porcelain
connoisseur, these years forged my lifelong passion. When | returned to
Shanghai for my university studies, | felt a sudden sense of freedom; but
| also felt a little lost. After | graduated, my parents returned to Shanghai,
but I left them again, and ventured further. This time, we were separated
by the Pacific Ocean and the North American continent.

For the next twenty years, | lived in
America, Asia, and Europe. Amid my
career pursuits, time pushed past,
without compassion for my fading
youth nor compunction for my greying
strands. | finally made Singapore my
country and home; it's where 1 find
peace. | also produced two children —
my contribution to “nation-building”. |
volunteered as Mandarin docent for
the Asian Civilisations Museum not
only to push myself to brush up my
rusty Chinese, but also to engage with
and hone sensibilities for artefacts,
and to better understand how trade
and religion facilitated cultural
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=1 ® | exchanges, dialogues, and
harmonisation. Naturally because of
my background, | am especially fond
of the museum’s porcelain collection.
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porcelain fish tank from Jingdezhen.
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Depicted on the bowl-shaped tank are detailed scenes of traditional
porcelain making, from clay-digging to kiln firing. Jingdezhen’s mastery
in overglaze decoration on porcelain, perfected during the Qing emperor
Yongzheng’s reign, finds its full expression here, with vividly represented
human figures and meticulously rendered objects. Together, they tell the
story in enchanting detalil, like a long scroll slowly unfolding in front of us.

Fish tank depicting the making of porcelain. China, ca 1735. Porcelain. ACM,
2015-00195

Here, | travel back in time, to when Jingdezhen still bore its ancient name
of Changnan; where kilns have been firing and chimneys smoking for
over a thousand years. | hear a symphony — the whirring of the potter’s
wheel as clay is jiggered and jollied; the thudding footsteps of workmen
treading on bluestone slabs, hauling bamboo racks laden with porcelain
biscuits; the commotion and cries amid the heaving and stacking in kilns.
| see deft hands sketching lines or splashing paint. | smell the sweet scent
of burning pinewood, accompanied by a whiff of heat from firing kilns. 1
behold a story that began some three hundred years ago — when clay
transcended its earthy origins and was transformed, by the magic of fire
and the hands of skilled artisans, from a shapeless mass into a timeless,
vintage masterpiece full of colours. | am not sure when this exquisite
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piece left Jingdezhen, or from which port it set sail and crossed oceans.
Neither do | know how it found its way to Europe, and how it braved rough
seas and endured tough journeys to ensconce itself here in this building,
near the mouth of Singapore River, where Sir Stamford Raffles first
landed. Perhaps it is the shared memory of faraway home, memories
entrenched in our heart and soul, that made me feel connected to this
artefact. Home is not defined by time or space, but by strung memories
that shaped poignant stories. As for my home, it's here, now; it's also
somewhere afar.

1 EMPRESS PLACE, SINGAPORE 179555 ACM.ORG.SG



RN
FXNFFR

RARXRBEBELE THYE2 %, RETETHREERK. Eaﬁv,
THMmERF MRS, EFANARHNEITRE, BE-—BHHRE, 1
ﬁi?ﬂ%%@@%%&ﬁﬁﬁokﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%
HAE P, ROHRMEHILERBER/ALREMN, B/, KEOEEE
B, BWAEBERZR, XRRTAFFIEEKR.

«41&T%m_+ﬁﬁ 5% JLEE 3 7
T BRGM (8] s (4, T RRER (8],
FREK, WEYE. ERATH
() A, XRERTBENARSE,
SERANLROROES . MATH
x;i%ﬁ%ﬁm¢%XK%%@M%£
| FE, B REIEFHEE,
oY HEBESXYIRE R, E&Axm
| &f~w%%% =HHATENTR, X
D —— S E mA. iLBEREYN, TEE
EILT, =S B

FRER B ERPTEBRAMETDE
HEXHBANRBRAEEH, €
ST SNTPERESFNGELZ,
FRATIL B £ 28 Ge o I — B2 1 3 MR
SMIEIHARRKRNEERE, FBE
' . FEHFENFERBEETIZERPKA
Hih 2 (B SRR R R @4E, A_%%%,E\-?'JI_JEEE}]?E%‘(/\TI%Q,
HH— B KGERBIRRET. Wk
X2, HERE T%MIM4 &
RETEABBEXNERER, JLIFCIZNEABERE EER—
mUFI: FIAREEEREEE ER %Hﬁ%mL@ITﬁE
WENMDE, KRENOAFRR LERRK. BEA—NNISF, =
W, FrRB. GENLEE, EXTEEANRE. ZBFINEL,
FETEUSKORS, BRTERLENRE, AKTELY, B

1 EMPRESS PLACE, SINGAPORE 179555 ACM.ORG.SG



XA EBRRAGEEN EAARE., TOEMEXX LN BETREE,
MR B O EF, WMEERNER, XIEREE, &TREEXMG
T EREVH NG AR IZ R X ERR, BRMERNEBAFTA—RZTT
KHICIZ, MERIR. KNBUEAEFHNE, REFILIZHESH, KT
®, IR, EIRA.

“HIRE"K&E. FE, 91735F. £, WM CHBEYIER, 2015-00195

1 EMPRESS PLACE, SINGAPORE 179555 ACM.ORG.SG



