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This section and the two that follow 

explore human-animal encounters in 

Singapore from the perspectives of

land, air and water respectively. 

Singapore is rich in biodiversity despite

its small size of about 740 square 

kilometres, and is home to more than

60 species of mammals and over 160 

species of reptiles. This section features 

land animals, many of which are unique

to Singapore-Malaya.



This section highlights endangered animals 

from the land, air and waters, and efforts to 

conserve them. The exhibition has explored 

the enduring connections between the 

human and animal inhabitants of Singapore 

and the Malay Peninsula. Current 

conservation efforts are key to safeguarding 

these connections for years to come.



Section 4: Tailing the Waters 

Estuarine crocodile / Buaya
Collection of the National Museum of Singapore
Gi� of Mr. G. K. Goh
1995-02914





The Malay name for the green wrasse is ikan kakak tua, where ‘kakak’ means ‘older sister’ 

and ‘tua’ means ‘old’. Kakak tua is the basis of the scientific genus name Cacatua,

first used in the 1700s but formally applied in 1817. It has been adopted into the English 

language as ‘cockatoo’, referring to a type of parrot, of which 14 species are found in 

Australia. Other parrots are also found in Asia, such as the blue-rumped parrot that this 

drawing was likely based on.




