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National Museum of Singapore
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| may be going on a class trip to the National Museum of
Singapore with my classmates and teachers. The museum
Is 130 years old this year!
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The National Museum of Singapore looks after and displays our nation’s
historical artefacts. These are objects and materials that tell us stories about
Singapore and its people.

It is important to preserve and take good care of these artefacts so that our

future generations can continue to enjoy them and learn about Singapore’s
history through them.
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Before going on the class trip, my teachers will share
with us a few rules about our learning journey to the museum.
| will have to follow the museum rules. The museum rules

are important because they keep us safe.
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To get to the museum, | may ride in a school bus with
my classmates and teachers.




| will know that | have reached the museum
when | see this sign.
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| will wait here while my teachers collect the admission
tickets from the Visitor Services counter.
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| will receive a special sticker from my teacher to enter
the exhibition galleries in the museum.




| will put the special sticker on my shirt so that other
people can see it.




We can enter the exhibition galleries with the special stickers.
The special stickers will keep us safe.




It is important to keep the special sticker on my shirt
until my teacher says it is okay to take it off.
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No flash No videography No food No running
photography and drinks

Gentle Reminder

My teacher will remind us about the museum rules
before we enter the exhibition galleries.




When | see this sign, | will remind myself that | should not
touch the artefact on display.




Now that | have my special sticker and understand the
museum rules, | am ready to explore the museum.
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We will take the escalator down to Level 1, where the
Singapore History Gallery is.




Singapore History Gallery

My classmates and | will follow the teachers to the entrance
of the Singapore History Gallery.
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A museum staff will greet us at the entrance. He or she
has a black tie and / or coat on.
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| will see a big screen when | enter the Singapore History
Gallery. It shows the settlements around ancient Singapore
in the 1500s. Singapore used to be known as “Temasek”

or “Singapura” in the past.
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In the gallery, | will hear the sounds of rain and thunder,
and may be afraid. But | will remind myself that these
sounds will not hurt me.
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The first object | will see is the Singapore Stone.
It used to be a 3-metre-tall stone boulder standing at
the mouth of the Singapore River.
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| will then hear the sounds of splashing waves and
chirping birds. | will also see a big European ship
In this section.
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| will also hear people chatting as they work on metal and
pottery. Singapore looked like this 700 years ago.
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This is Sir Stamford Raffles. He is regarded as the
founder of modern Singapore. He renamed Singapura

to “Singapore” in 1819.
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As | enter this section, | will hear horses galloping. | will
also hear the sounds of men talking and bowls clanging.
| Imagine these sounds to be made by coolies having
their meals along the streets.
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| will also see a rickshaw. It was the main mode of
transportation for people living in olden Singapore before
motor cars, electric trams, buses and trishaws became
more popular.
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Many people used to live in shop-houses with five-foot ways.
As | walk through the five-foot way, | will see baskets of different sizes.
The baskets are made from rattan and can be used for many purposes.

In the past, people used to sell basic necessities, fruits and vegetables,
food and drinks along the five-foot ways or on the streets.



The Japanese occupied Singapore from 1942 to 1945.
Singapore was renamed “Syonan-To”, which means

“Light of the South”. It was a horrible time for people
living in Singapore.
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As | enter this section, | will hear soldiers marching,
air raid sirens and the rumbling of vehicle engines.
| will also see a huge military tank here!
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| will see a blouse and a skirt that belonged to Elizabeth
Choy. She wore this set of clothing for 200 days in the
detention centre. How would | feel wearing the same
clothes for 200 days?
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Next, | will hear and see Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the first
Prime Minister of Singapore, in a video about the
separation of Singapore from Malaysia.
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On 16 September 1963, Singapore became a part

of Malaysia. But the merger did not last and Singapore
separated from Malaysia and became an independent
nation on 9 August 1965.
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Mr Yusof Ishak was Singapore’s first President. | will
learn more about Singapore’s national symbols in
this room.
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Next, | will see images of men and women busily
working in a factory and some products that were
manufactured in Singapore, such as mosquito
coils, chalks and candles.
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| will then see a retro living room with a big
interactive table. | can browse through the digital
books found on the table and find out more about
the homes in Singapore.

first decade, more thar

one-third
of the population lived
in public housing.
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When | step out of the flat, | will hear the sound
of birds chirping and see a big rain tree, as if | am
In a park.
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When | look up, | will see images of animals and plants
such as the Collared Kingfisher, Pink-Necked Green Pigeon,
Blue Pansy Butterfly, Lime Butterfly, Plantain Squirrel,
Green Crested Lizard, Bamboo Orchid and Pigeon Orchid.




| will see this infographic wall at the end of the
Singapore History Gallery.

[\ = M
National Museum
of Singapore




After exiting the Singapore History Gallery, we will take
the escalator up to Level 2, where the Life in Singapore:
The Past 100 Years galleries are.
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My teachers may bring us to the exhibition galleries
on Level 2 during this visit to the museum.
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My classmates and | will follow the teachers to the
entrance of the Modern Colony gallery.




On entering the gallery, | will see chairs, tables and
a newspaper stand. | will also smell English tea and
hear soft ballroom music.
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| will see a heavy suitcase, which is known as a

“wardrobe trunk”. | will also see an old western suit
and coat - these were worn by men when they
travelled in the past.
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| will see a range of traditional outfits known as
cheongsam and baju Shanghai that were worn by
women in the 1910s and 1920s.
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| will see high-heeled shoes in this showcase.
The smallest pair of shoes were known as
“golden lotuses”.
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This was the first uniform of the Singapore Chinese Girls’ School in Singapore.
The uniform consists of a pair of blue pants and a white top (known as a samfoo).

| will also see a school desk and chair that belonged to the Singapore Chinese
Girls’ School.
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My teachers may also bring us to the
Growing Up gallery.




On entering the gallery, | will see a coconut tree.
When | look up, | will also see some bright,
colourful books and a rocket.
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| will see a showcase with popular toys and games
from the 1940s to 1970s.
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| will see a hoop-throwing game. Children would
throw the hoops over the bird images to gain points.
The various birds represented different points,
which were indicated next to their image.
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IPIRAL SCORE

| will see a selection of TOMY toys that were
popular in the 1970s.



| will see a selection of wind-up toys which were
popular with children before battery-operated toys
existed. They had a spring that could be wound
up to create movement.
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| will see a bicycle that belonged to Mr Lee Hsien Loong,
the Prime Minister of Singapore. His paternal grandmother
gave this bicycle to him for his 11th birthday.

This brand of bicycle was very popular in the 1970s.
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| will see a sleeveless cheongsam that was commonly
worn by teachers in the past. | will also see a school bag
that was commonly used in the 1940s to 1970s.
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Next, we may visit the Voices of Singapore gallery.




hi :
| . #
.4&,3'_'
.f;‘l_-;-
N —
S
N

In this gallery, | will see a room that may be a little dark.
But | will remind myself that | should not be afraid as it is safe.

The room is filled with dazzling stars and cars.
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| can sit in the cars and enjoy a film about Singapore,
like how people in Singapore used to enjoy movies
In the open-air drive-in cinema in Jurong.
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At the end of our museum learning journey, my classmates
and | will follow my teachers out of the gallery.
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We hope to see you soon
at the National Museum of Singapore!
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