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The Balestier Heritage Trail is part of the National Heritage Board’s on-
going efforts to document and present the history and social memories of 
places in Singapore that many may not be aware of. Jointly presented by the 
National Heritage Board, Urban Redevelopment Authority, Moulmein Citizens' 
Consultative Committee and Whampoa Citizens' Consultative Committee, we 
hope this trail will bring back fond memories for those who have worked, lived or 
played in the area and serve as an eye-opener for new residents and visitors.













No traces of the sugar cane estate remain today. 
Instead, a modest temple established in 1847 by 
Hokkien labourers on the northern fringes of the 
plantation serves as the only visible reminder of 
the pioneers who worked on Balestier’s land. 
	 Such temples served the religious and spir-
itual needs of early migrants to Singapore and 
fostered a sense of community amongst those 
living far from their ancestral homelands. The 
Goh Chor Tua Pek Kong Temple provided, and 
still offers, an abode of peace and tranquillity 
to devotees who burn incense and joss to seek 
blessings for their loved ones. 
	 Goh Chor is the Hokkien transliteration of 
Rochore, the name of the surrounding area in the 

From Chinese religious architecture, we move on to marvel at shophouses built in a range of styles that 
fused western architectural trends, tropical urban design and traditional motifs. The first examples lie right 
across the road from the temple.





From the Tua Pek Kong Temple, walk along Balestier Road until you reach the junction of Balestier and Kim 
Keat Roads, where there is a pedestrian crossing. Cross the road when it is safe to do so and you will arrive 
at the Sim Kwong Ho shophouses.





Our next landmark lies just across the road from the Sim Kwong Ho shophouses and presents an 	
unmissable sight and study in architectural contrast.





Staying on the same side of the road as Balestier Point, a short walk up the road will bring you to Pegu and 
Martaban Roads, our next stop.





When you emerge from Pegu or Martaban Roads, cross the road at the pedestrian junction facing the Sim 
Kwong Ho shophouses and you will find yourself at Kim Keat Road.













To return to Balestier Road, walk back up Kim Keat Road. Then, turn right and walk towards Shaw Plaza. 
After passing the shopping mall, turn right into Jalan Ampas. Walk for about 120 metres and you will find on 
the left side of the road the remains of ‘Singapore’s Hollywood’.









Exiting from Jalan Kemaman back to Balestier Road, you will arrive at a row of traditional shophouses 	
standing between Jalan Kemaman and Boon Teck Road. 









At the junction of Boon Teck Road and Balestier Road, there is a pedestrian crossing you can use to reach 
the next stop, Balestier Market, across the road.





Continue walking down Jalan Rajah until you reach Ah Hood Road. Turn left into Ah Hood and walk pass the 
Home Team National Service Clubhouse on your right until you reach Tai Gin Road. Then turn right into Tai 
Gin for the next two highlights of the walking trail. 









The Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall marks the formal end of the Balestier Heritage Trail. However, 
you can continue to explore Balestier Road by walking through Zhongshan Park, which faces Tai Gin Road. 
When you reach Balestier Road, turn right and keep on walking until you reach a traffic crossing after Jalan 
Dusun. Cross the road and you will reach a delectable row of single-storey shophouses.





From the single-storey shophouses, you can explore the next marked heritage site, the Novena Church at 
300 Thomson Road, by walking or taking a bus (catch SBS 21 or SBS 131 from the bus stop at the shophous-
es and alight at the third bus stop).







Once a residence for senior British police officers 
deployed to uphold law and order in colonial 
Singapore, the Senior Police Officers’ Mess 
(SPOM) encompasses the shared heritage and 
comradeship among the Senior Officer corps, for 
both serving and retired officers.

Constructed in 1931 within the enclave of 
spacious black-and-white bungalows, SPOM was 
built by the British Government’s Public Works 
Department between the two World Wars.  The 
architecture is typical of English houses around 
the turn of the 20th century, incorporating 
elements of the “Tudorbethan revival” style. 

This style incorporates elements of the 
British Art and Craft and Art Deco movements – 
characterised by simple forms and bold geometric 
shapes respectively – and an airy-spaciousness 
– much needed in the humid tropics.  Based on 
the plantation-style model, the building features 
a large main porch, verandahs, balconies and 
corridors, all cooled by natural ventilation.  Solid 
teak wood flooring, staircases and ceilings add 
an earthy warmth that softens the hard concrete, 
painted white to reflect the tropical heat.

During its previous heyday, from the 50s to the 
70s, SPOM was the de-facto venue for elaborate 
fine dining, networking and hosting of guests, as it 
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served to formalise standards of interaction and 
socialisation among senior-ranking officials.  
Over the years, British customs and traditions 
survived and evolved.  Rules of decorum and 
conduct expected of members are preserved 
in “The Constitution and Rules of The Senior 
Police Officers’ Mess” booklet.

The rich heritage of the Singapore Police 
Force is also preserved in the many artefacts 
displayed around SPOM.  These included the 
brass cannons and the brass gongs displayed 
at the entrance of SPOM.

Today, SPOM still exudes an air of quaint 
elegance, making it the perfect location for 
formal Dining-Ins in honour of many eminent 
visitors, such as Singapore Presidents, former 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, and important 
foreign dignitaries.  SPOM is not all about 
formalities; it is also the venue for many lively 
cocktail parties, local festive celebrations and 
even weddings of senior police officers.

SPOM is a living legacy and a contemporary 
social club for the Police Senior Officer fraternity 
that embodies the richness of the Force’s esprit 
de corps. SPOM is also used by the various 
Home Team Departments and government 
agencies for retreats and meetings.
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